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Childminder Progression Guide

Introduction

Welcome to the Childminder Progression Guide. This guide has been developed to support assessors
and students to consider potential opportunities to demonstrate learning from the NCFE CACHE Level 3
Award in Preparing to Work in Home-Based Childcare (603/3642/0) to meet assessment criteria (AC) in
the NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry for the Early Years Workforce (Early Years
Educator) (Diploma) (610/3984/6).

The Early Years Foundation Stage statutory framework for Childminders will have been followed in the
NCFE CACHE Level 3 Award in Preparing to Work in Home-Based Childcare (603/3642/0). It should be
noted that the NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry for the Early Years Workforce (Early
Years Educator) (Diploma) (610/3984/6) will require adherence to the Early Years Foundation Stage
statutory framework for group and school based providers.

The assessor for the NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry for the Early Years Workforce
(Early Years Educator) (Diploma) (610/3984/6) will be able to look at evidence generated from the
mandatory Unit of the NCFE CACHE Level 3 Award in Preparing to Work in Home-Based Childcare
(603/3642/0) and make a professional judgment in line regarding opportunities to recognise prior
learning. This may require the student to complete additional work in order to fully align with the criteria.
The holistic opportunities on the table found on the next page provides the assessor with a starting point
from which to consider achievement and decide upon what additional evidence may be required.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6874e14383d39f474eb7d373/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_for_childminders_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf

NCFE CACHE Level 3 Award in Preparing to Work in Home-Based Childcare (603/3642/0)
NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry for the Early Years Workforce (Early Years

Educator) (Diploma) (610/3984/6)

NCFE CACHE Level 3 Award in Preparing to
Work in Home-Based Childcare (603/3642/0)

Learning outcome (LO) and associated
assessment criteria (AC)

NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational
Entry for the Early Years Workforce (Early
Years Educator) (Diploma) (610/3984/6)

Learning outcome (LO) and associated
assessment criteria (AC)

LO1 AC1.1 L3WF6, LO1, AC1.1
L3WF5, LO2, AC2.1
L3WF7, LO2, AC2.1

LO2, AC2.1 L3WF6, LO3, AC3.1, LO8, LO11, AC11.1, AC11.3

LO2, AC2.2 L3WF5, LO3, AC3.1, LO7, AC7.1

LO2, AC2.3 L3WF6, AC12.1

LO2, AC2.4 L3WF6, AC11.1, AC11.2

LO2, AC2.5 L3WF6, AC13.1, AC4h

LO2,AC2.6 L3WFG6, LO3, AC3.1, LO11.AC11.2, LO15,
AC15.1

LO3, AC3.1 L3WF5, LO2, AC2.1, LO3, AC3.1, LO7, AC7.1

LO3, AC3.2 L3WF5, LO2, AC2.2, LO3, AC3.1, LO5, AC5.1

LO3, AC3.3 NOT MAPPED

LO3, AC3.4 L3WF5, LO4, AC4.1

LO3, AC3.5 L3WF5, LO3, AC3.1, LO5, AC5.1

LO4, AC4.1 L3WF4, LO3, AC3.3, L3WF7, LO2, AC2.2

LO4, AC4.2 L3WF1, LO7, all ACs

LO5, AC5.1 L3WF3, LO2, AC2.3

LOS, AC5.2, LO5, ACS5.3 L3WF6, LO13, AC13.1, AC13.2, AC13.4

LOS, AC5.4 L3WF6, LO16, all ACs

LOS, AC5.5 L3WF12, AC12.1

LO6, AC6.1 L3WF10, LO4, AC4.1, LO5, AC5.1

LO6, AC6.2, LO6, AC6.3 L3WF10, LO1, AC1.1

LOG6, AC6.4 L3WF10, LO6, AC6.2, LO8, AC8.2

LOG6, AC6.5 L3WF1, LO2, AC2.1, LO9, all ACs, L3WF5, LO3,
AC3.1

LO7,AC7.1 L3WF2, LO1, AC1.2, AC2.2, L3WF7, AC1.2

LO7,AC7.2 L3WF2, LO3, AC3.4

LO7,AC7.3 NOT MAPPED

LO7,AC7.4 L3WF2, LO1, AC1.2

LO7,AC7.5, LO7,AC7.6 L3WF2, LO3, AC3.4

LO7,AC7.7 NOT MAPPED

LO8, AC8.1 L3WF9, LO1, AC1.2

LO8, AC8.2 L3WF9, LO2, AC2.1

LO8, AC8.3 L3WF9, LO2, AC2.2

LO8, AC8.4 L3WF9, LO6, AC6.1

LO8, AC8.5 L3WF9, LO3, AC3.1

LO8, AC8.6 L3WF9, LOS, AC5.1

LO9, AC9.1 L3WF8

LO9, AC9.2 L3WF8, AC2.1, AC2.2

LO9, AC9.3 L3WF3, AC1.4

LO9, AC9.4 L3WF8, LOS, AC5.1
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Contact us

NCFE

Q6

Quorum Park

Benton Lane
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE12 8BT

Tel: 0191 239 8000*

Fax: 0191 239 8001

Email: customersupport@ncfe.org.uk
Website: www.ncfe.org.uk

NCFE © Copyright 2026 All rights reserved worldwide.

Version 1.0 August 2026
Information in this Qualification Specification is correct at the time of publishing but may be subject to
change.

NCFE is a registered charity (Registered Charity No. 1034808) and a company limited by guarantee
(Company No. 2896700).

CACHE; Council for Awards in Care, Health and Education; and NNEB are registered trademarks owned
by NCFE.

All the material in this publication is protected by copyright.

* To continue to improve our levels of customer service, telephone calls may be recorded for
training and quality purposes.
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