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Introduction 

The material within this document relates to the Assisting Teaching Occupational Specialism sample 
assessment. These exemplification materials are designed to give providers and students an indication 
of what would be expected for the lowest level of attainment required to achieve a Pass or Distinction 
grade. 

The Examiner commentary is provided to detail the judgements Examiners will undertake when 
examining the student work. This is not intended to replace the information within the Qualification 
Specification and providers must refer to this for the content. 

In Assignment 1, the student is provided with a pro forma lesson plan, and must complete a 
differentiation of the lesson plan according to the specifications given.  
 
After each live assessment series, authentic student evidence will be published with Examiner 
commentary across the range of achievement.  
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Assignment 1 
 
Planning Activity 

 
You are working in a primary school with a class of children aged 9 to 10 years. 
 
The class Teacher has planned a literacy lesson for the class and you have been asked to work with a 
group of 4 pupils to support their individual needs and learning targets.  
 
Usually, you would support the group in a separate classroom but you have been informed that today 
you will work in the school corridor. 
 
One of the pupils you will be supporting, Zi Chung, has recently moved to the UK and speaks English as 
an additional language.  
 
Lily has diagnosed dyslexia and also requires specific support. 
 
You will need to consider additional resources required to effectively support Zi Chung and Lily as part of 
the group. 
 
Instructions 

 
The Teacher’s literacy lesson plan is provided on page 5.  
 
Complete the lesson plan. Demonstrate, in detail: 

• how you would adapt the lessons plan to align with the Teacher’s plan and meet the individual needs 

of Zi Chung and Lily 

• suitable extension activities and a plenary to support Zi Chung’s and Lily’s progress 

• a range of pedagogical strategies and resources to enhance and support Zi Chung’s and Lily’s 

literacy skills 

You must use the answer space after the lesson plan to explain how: 

• the selected resources will be used to support Zi Chung’s and Lily’s individual learning needs, in line 

with the requirements of the school curriculum  

• information from formative and summative assessment will be used to identify Zi Chung’s and Lily’s 

individual needs and plan for their next steps  

• differentiation to your lesson plan and strategies and/or interventions will support the inclusion of Zi 

Chung’s and Lily 

 Performance outcome 1: 20 marks 
Performance outcome 2: 20 marks 
Performance outcome 4: 15 marks 

 
[55 marks] 
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Student evidence 
 
Assignment 1: Planning activity 
Pro forma lesson plan  
 
Year group: Year 5 (KS2)  
Date: Monday 11th October  
9:15-10:00 am 
 

Class size: 33 
Subject area/topic: Literacy 

Learning objective: To be able to identify 
and use modal verbs. 
 
Class Teacher to work with M’s group. 
 
TA to work with J, L, T and ZC. 
 

Assessment opportunities: Self and peer assessment of work, 
questioning by Teacher/TA, marked work. 
 
Resources: Whiteboards/pens, PowerPoint, exercise books. 
 

 

Main lesson – Teacher Role of the TA (to be completed by the student) 

Before the lesson 
 
Check interactive whiteboard. 
 
Distribute whiteboards and pens and 
exercise books. 
 

The Teacher is planning an activity from literacy at Key Stage 2 with 
a large group of children aged 9 to 10 years old.  I have been asked 
to work with a small group of children. Within that group will be 2 
children with specific needs and I must differentiate the lesson plan 
to support them. I must use strategies to include them and enable 
learning to take place. I am aware that for Zi Chung English is an 
additional language and Lily has been diagnosed with dyslexia.  
The lesson plan will need to be differentiated to ensure that the 
lesson supports ZC and L. 
The first thing that I will need to do is liaise with the class Teacher 
to make sure I really understand the aim and find out what I need to 
know about the children I am working with. I will need to be aware 
of any teaching aids required and how to use them and make sure 
that I have everything I need to work with the children in the corridor 
and that it is safe. I will need to manage the physical learning 
environment. I should be seated around a table with the two 
children with easy access to the resources required and also in a 
position that allows the children opportunity to concentrate. 
The lesson provided by the class Teacher includes lesson 
objectives to promote the development of modal verbs for literacy 
within the National Curriculum at Key Stage 2. 
The National Curriculum at Key Stage 2 considers modal verbs 
within the context of punctuation and grammar as ‘sentence relative 
clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that, or an 
omitted relative pronoun indicating degrees of possibility using 
adverbs (for example; perhaps, surely) or modal verbs (for 
example; might, should, will, must)’ (National Curriculum, DfE, 
2016). 
I will discuss different approaches to breaking the lesson plan down 
in a way that allows the children to contribute to the lesson; to learn 
and to make sure that the objectives of the lesson can still be met. 

Main lesson 
Ask children if they can give examples of 
modal verbs – take notes on interactive 
whiteboard (can, could, would, will, shall, 
must, should, might, may).(Use PowerPoint 
for examples) 
Teacher to give examples and show when 
modal verbs might be needed:  

I will make sure that the children each have the sentences that are 
being used in the classroom. To help ZC and L I will make sure that 
I look at one sentence at a time and perhaps enlarge these (I will 
need to talk to the class Teacher and sort this out before the 
lesson) and also make sure that this will work for L who may just 
prefer to use an overlay/different coloured paper. 
I will use one sentence at a time, the same ones that the class 
Teacher is using with gaps where the modal verbs should be. The 
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a) to show whether someone is able to do 
something (I can play the piano) 

b) how likely something is to happen (John 
must be coming soon) 

c) when giving advice (You should go if 
you have the time) 

d) when giving permission (You may not go 
online until you have finished your 
homework) 

to show what someone usually does (She 
will always go for a run at the weekend) 
Children to work in pairs to discuss further 
examples and write these down on the 
whiteboard.  
Teacher to show some sentences with 
modal verbs for children to spot/come up 
and underline on the board.  

When complete, can they make the modal 
verbs in each sentence negative? 

1. Can I have some more please? 
2. You must be very hungry. 
3. I should probably eat less chocolate but 

I love it! 
4. I may go to the theatre on Thursday with 

my Dad. 
She can usually manage to get to the gym 
during the week. 
Take opportunity to capture specific learner 
achievements (photograph/photocopy). 
1. Children to move into groups and use 

the following sentences to record in their 
exercise books:Josh is very good at 
athletics. He________practice a lot. 

2. It was raining so much my Mum said  
I_______ stay behind. 

3. You _____believe what just happened 
to me. 

4. Maraide is not sure what to do. I wish 
she_______just make a decision. 

5. You _______be really cold today without 
a coat on. 

6. The Teacher always says he _______go 
first. 

7. I ________not be able to go if I’m not 
better by tomorrow. 

8. Aimee ________do that. She will make 
it worse if she does. 

9. Please ______I sit next to you? 
10. Damon said that I _______be able to 

help him out with the football team. 
Extension activity:  
Children to make up their own sentences 
using modal verbs. Can they get 2 into a 
sentence?Plenary: 
Children to read their sentences to 
class/group. 

children can read through and they will be supported by me as 
Teaching Assistant, and then take turns to write in the word that is 
missing. The missing words can be written onto strips of paper and 
added in, the children can take turns with their modal verb to see if 
it makes sense and what it adds to the sentence. The children will 
need to listen carefully, read through their sentences and work 
together using the enlarged papers. I will need to ensure they have 
the right environment to listen carefully, away from the noise of the 
rest of the school. 
The children may find it builds their confidence to work in pairs for 
this activity and I will need to talk to the children all the way through, 
keeping them interested and making sure they contribute and are 
able to understand throughout the task.  
Next, staying in their pairs, the children will refer to their reading 
books to identify sentences with modal verbs. These will be shared 
with me as the Teaching Assistant and together they will read 
through the sentences before writing them down, Lily might need to 
get her overlay.  
The children can share their work as part of the class Teacher’s 
plenary. 
It is important that Zi Chung and Lily can share their learning and 
experiences with their parents/carers, so that they can talk about 
what they have done in class at home. This will help their 
parents/carers to be involved and take an active role in their child’s 
learning as well as be able to ask any questions to the class 
Teacher or myself about the curriculum. Following the plenary 
where the sentences are shared, the children can take some more 
sentences away with them to work through at home.  
A copy of instructions would need to be made and these may need 
to be translated for Zi Chung’s parents/carers, with reference to the 
National Curriculum. 
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After the lessonCollect whiteboards, pens 
and books. 

 

Explain how the selected resources will be used to support the children in line with the requirements of the 
school curriculum: 
 
I would use the resources in order to support ZC and L always being aware of the teaching learning objective which 
would align to the National Curriculum at Key Stage 2 for literacy in this particular instance. The first thing I need to 
do is to make sure that I have all the resources and that I have spoken to the class Teacher about the lesson. I 
would then use each of the sentences, one by one, may be enlarging, using overlay/coloured paper and also 
pictures/images may help ZC with English as an additional language, as this may help with recall. I would speak 
clearly and introduce the activity making sure there was time to ask any questions and make sure that both ZC and 
L understood what the lesson was about. I would also use the children’s reading books so that they are able to 
read independently and spot any modal verbs. I would let the children think of their own sentences too and I would 
help them to recognise when a modal verb was used. I would manage the change to the physical environment by 
making sure the space is safe with enough room to walk past, and not near any noisy areas if I can. I would also 
make sure I have everything that I need to carry out the lesson and feel confident myself in what is being expected. 
I would need to be mindful of policy and procedure, for example safeguarding and behaviour related policy. 
 

Explain how information from formative and summative assessment will be used to identify ZC’s and L’s 

individual needs and plan for next steps: 

 

I would use information from formative and summative assessment to identify ZC’s and L’s individual needs and 
help me to plan for their next steps. I will use the information from previous activities and experiences such as 
observations, test results, previous attainment in literacy from other schools/professionals and this will have helped 
the class Teacher and the teaching assistant to think of ways the lesson can be adapted to take account of the 
pupil’s stage of literacy, their interests and any recognised strategies or ways of working that might support best 
practice with the pupils. I will also be able to learn from other professionals too if there have been others involved 
that would help me to recognise any triggers or behaviour that I need to be aware of. The lesson today should also 
be recorded, thinking about how the children interacted and contributed, and how any objectives were met, making 
sure that any useful ways of working were recorded so that these could be used and followed again next time if that 
was appropriate.  
 
I would plan next steps to continue the activity with the class Teacher, for example, still working on modal verbs but 
trying to encourage the children to write sentences about themselves with the use of a modal verb. The next steps 
should be agreed with the class Teacher and should be informed by my notes and observations from the lesson so 
I need to be able to share and feedback how the lesson went: 
 

• what went well and what was challenging 

• did the children understand 

• were they able to join in 

• did they enjoy it 

• did they all learn 

• what would be useful next steps?  
 

This sort of information will support the class Teacher’s tracking of the children’s’ progress and help to provide 
useful information for next steps planning. 
 
Explain how differentiation of lesson plan and strategies/interventions will support inclusion: 
 
Differentiation will allow the pupils to feel included, they will feel valued and this will raise their confidence levels as 
they will  begin to contribute and participate so they will feel good in themselves about what they have learned and 
achieved. The different strategies will build from the children’s needs, their interests and level of understanding. 
This is important as if the teaching and learning becomes overwhelming the children may soon lose interest and 
give up trying. Differentiation of experiences will help build resilience and a sense of independent achievement. ZC 
and L need to feel that they can achieve and they can but they just need some additional resources and time also 
to explore the learning objectives. As well as introducing strategies that have worked in the past the TA needs to 
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also record anything new and share this information back to the class Teacher as it may support other colleagues 
too. 
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Examiner commentary  
 
The student has provided a logical response demonstrating sufficient depth of understanding and 

knowledge of the role of the Teaching Assistant when working alongside the class Teacher.  

 

The response demonstrates skills and knowledge of the relevant concepts and techniques, applied in 

practice, to meet the needs of pupils, from initial discussion, preparation and implementation, through to 

next steps planning.  

 

The response demonstrates an awareness of literacy in the National Curriculum at Key Stage 2 and 

baseline knowledge and understanding of how pedagogical strategies are applied in practice to support 

effective differentiation.  
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Overall grade descriptors 
 
The performance outcomes form the basis of the overall grading descriptors for Pass and Distinction 
grades.   
 
These grading descriptors have been developed to reflect the appropriate level of demand for students 
of other level 3 qualifications, the threshold competence requirements of the role and have been 
validated with employers within the sector to describe achievement appropriate to the role.  
 
Occupational Specialism overall grade descriptors:  

Pass 

The evidence is logical, but displays baseline knowledge in response to the demands of the brief. 

The student makes some use of relevant knowledge and understanding of how it informs practices of the 
sector and demonstrates a baseline understanding of perspectives or approaches. 

The student makes acceptable use of facts/theories/approaches/concepts and attempts to demonstrate 
breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding. 

The student is able to identify information from appropriate sources and makes use of appropriate 
information/appraises relevancy of information and can combine information to make decisions. 

The student makes judgements/takes appropriate action/seeks clarification with guidance and is able to 
make progress towards solving non-routine problems in real life situations. 

The student demonstrates skills and knowledge of the relevant concepts and techniques reflected in the 
sector and generally applies across different contexts.  

The student shows adequate understanding of unstructured problems that have not been seen before, 
using limited knowledge to find solutions to problems and make justification for strategies for solving 
problems, explaining their reasoning. 

EYE only – demonstrates achievement of all EYE criteria. 

Distinction  

The evidence is precise, logical and provides a detailed and informative response to the demands of the 
brief. 

The student makes extensive use of relevant knowledge, has extensive understanding of the practices 
of the sector and demonstrates an understanding of the different perspectives/approaches. 

The student makes decisive use of facts/theories/approaches/concepts, demonstrating extensive 
breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding, and selects highly appropriate 
skills/techniques/methods. 

The student is able to comprehensively identify information from a range of suitable sources and makes 
exceptional use of appropriate information/appraises relevancy of information and can combine 
information to make coherent decisions. 

The student makes well-founded judgements/takes appropriate action/seeks clarification and guidance 
and is able to use that to reflect on real life situations in the sector. 

The student demonstrates extensive knowledge of relevant concepts and techniques reflected in the 
sector, precisely applies this across a variety of contexts and tackles unstructured problems that have 
not been seen before, using their knowledge to analyse and find suitable solutions to the problems. 
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