
Stacy Mann
Stacy Mann is a dedicated and compassionate 
professional with a remarkable 23-year career in 
working with children, young people, and families. Her 
strong educational foundation laid the groundwork for 
her passion for understanding the dynamics within 
families and the developmental needs of children and 
young people. Stacy’s career kicked off as a nursery 
nurse, progressing to assessing, teaching and 
mentoring.

She has been a steadfast advocate for children's rights 
and well-being, consistently pushing for policies and 
initiatives that benefit the most vulnerable members of 
society, specifically in the role of Early Years and 
Childcare Subject Specialist. Her 23-year journey in 
working with children, young people, and families is a 
testament to her unwavering dedication and passion for 
making the world a better place for the next 
generation.



Inclusive Family Financial Education
A new approach to learning about money for families and children with diverse 
needs



Agenda
• Introduction and welcome
• Project overview
• Working with SEN/Additional Learning Needs: key 

findings from consultation
• Love Learning Together programme and resources
• Introduction to the FinEd Community of Practice
• Questions
• Close.





Project overview
One of seven new projects to support financial 
education for children in vulnerable circumstances



Project overview

Builds on Love Learning about Money Together 
programme funded by the Money and Pensions Service





Project overview
Partnership with the Anna Freud Centre

Aims
• Build a family financial education programme for children aged 3-7 with 

Special Educational Needs (SEN)/Additional Support Needs (ASN).

• Provide free training on the programme to 800 professionals who work 
with families.

• Establish a sustainable Community of Practice for family financial 
education.

Timeline: February 2023 to March 2024



Working with SEN/Additional Support Needs (ASN)
Consultation – what we did:

• Eight focus groups with practitioners in England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales

• Family consultation sessions
• Stakeholder interviews with organisations with expertise in 

SEN/ASN E.g. the Makaton Charity, Dingley’s Promise, Father’s 
Network Scotland, SEN schools

• Internal expertise from NCFE Early Years Team and the Anna 
Freud Centre.



Working with SEN/Additional Support Needs (ASN)
Key findings from consultation:
• need to have short sessions where children are attending 20-30 minutes
• time for parents alone
• be aware parents might have learning needs too
• repetition is important and to build on sessions
• high levels of anxiety about judgement
• use Makaton, song and PECS cards
• many children nonverbal and behaviour management can be an issue
• story bags as a concept so parents can take home something
• each session needs to be a stand alone
• want to know about money, handling money, helping children understand the 

value of money, cash/cards, pester power, gaming, wants and needs, and 
budgeting.



Working with SEN/Additional Support Needs (ASN)
Key findings from consultation:

• don’t use idioms with families or provide concrete explanations
• use pictures and stories to explain abstract concepts
• limit take home activities to 3 with good explanations/a menu for the 

learning provider to choose from
• 2-3 Makaton signs a session
• intro video for each session – less language the better
• same characters throughout - not overly stimulating
• open and close each session with a money song
• each module has a set of PEC cards.



Working with SEN/Additional Support Needs (ASN)
Personal reflections:

• Significant gap in provision for younger children with diverse learning 
needs

• Think about specific learning needs and not the diagnosis
• Differentiate within learning activities and provide options for 

practitioners so they can adapt them to individual learning needs
• Routine and consistency within the programme structure is 

important to support a sense of safety and confidence
• Learning needs are so diverse that it is impossible to design a 

programme that is suitable for everyone, but we think we have 
designed something that will engage children and families with a wide 
range of needs.



Love Learning programme and resources

How we’ve embedded findings from the consultation





10 flexible sessions
• Core Learning Activity 
30 mins parent only
30 mins parent, carer and child 
or all parent only by modelling child 
activities in session
• Home Learning Activity 
4 options for each session
• Parent Information
Includes links to additional support 
and information





Makaton signing for key 
words and concepts in 
each session, with video 
content

• money
• food
• feelings
• shop
• shopping
• buy
• saving
• help, help me, help you
• safe

Makaton, or “key word signing”, is a simple and easy way of communicating using signs, 
symbols and speech. It’s not a formal sign language. Makaton signs, unlike BSL, are used in the 
same grammatical order as spoken English, and together with speech. This means you would say and 
sign a word at the same time. 



Welcome song at 
the beginning of 
each session to 
settle children in 
and promote 
concentration

Money song at 
the end of each 
session to say 
goodbye and build 
a familiar routine



Sensory Icons
All session plans in the facilitator 
guide contain sensory icons for 
every activity to enable you to 
quickly differentiate your programme 
to meet the needs of individual 
children and their families.

• messy
• stimulating
• noisy 
• quiet
• fiddly
• calming
• active.















Using real objects to support 
understanding!









Money Measuring Snakes



Musical Money Bumps
Money Hide ‘n’ Seek







































Introduction to the Family Financial Education Community of Practice











Please share through your 
own networks

All training via Zoom
18 different available dates



Over to you….. 



1. 3 question poll from Campaign for Learning

2. Evaluation from ECORYS 

https://forms.office.com/e/muyQr1TQ4W

https://forms.office.com/e/muyQr1TQ4W


Thank you!
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