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Introduction 
 
The following are sample learner responses for each task within an assignment alongside examiner 
commentary for each assignment. They show how learners might respond and can help assessors in 
making their overall marking decisions.  

 

Learner responses 

Each learner response should 
demonstrate what a mark band two / 
third band response looks like 
alongside any evidence that is required 
to be completed. All responses use 
content from the mark schemes and 
align with the standards in the mark 
band descriptors and indicative 
content. 

 

Assessor commentary 

The assessor commentary 
demonstrates why the responses given 
throughout the assignment meet the 
criteria for the mark band they have 
been awarded. The assessor 
commentary will be linked to, and 
supported by, the descriptors in the 
mark scheme. 
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Project brief 
 
Scenario 
 
You work full time as a designer for a creative design agency. 
 
Your line manager has given you a design project to work on. They want you to capture your progress 
of the project by creating a digital portfolio of the different stages undertaken, ready for an appraisal at 
the end of the project.  
 
Your line manager has sent you the following information by email: 
 
The client owns an eco-friendly, home furnishing chain and would like to launch a new campaign to 
influence behaviour by increasing customer visits to their high street shops.  
 
They would like a bespoke item displayed in the shop window that is eye catching and have said that it 
can either be functional or design initiated. 
 
They have a varied taste but have provided you with two particular design movements they would like 
you to explore with your design.   
 
Client brief 
 
Client type:  
 

• commercial – eco-friendly, home furnishings. 
 
Client requirements 
 

• Design a one-off, bespoke item of your choice that will be displayed in a high street shop window. 

• You must consider the impact of the item you design on the environment.  

• The item you design must be inspired by either: 
o looking to the past and reflecting the arts and crafts movement  
or 
o looking to the future and reflecting post-modernist ideas. 

 
Additional information 
 
Each task will require you to produce a range of evidence that you will then select from and include in 
your digital portfolio. 
 
You should read all task instructions carefully and keep all of the work you produce so that you have a 
range of evidence to select from when constructing your final digital portfolio. 
 
Your digital portfolio should include the task title for each section so that it is clear how your work relates 
to the requirements of each task. 
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Task 1 (a): research methods and techniques 

 

Evidence 
 
Research you could include 
in your digital portfolio: 

• annotated primary 
sources 

• annotated secondary 
sources 

• potential materials – 
samples, experiments 

• annotated sketches  

• notes on environmental 
issues linked to your 
design ideas mind maps 

• mood boards 

• annotated draft 
sketches 

• a list of references for 
the sources you have 
used 

• a copy of your internet 
browsing history. 

 

Assessor comments 
AO3 The learner has shown a link to 
the research in the designs but they 
are lacking development and detail. 
They are mostly relevant to the brief. 
The learner mentions the 
environmental considerations but in 
underdeveloped detail. 
 
AO2 The learner has shown some 
reasonable understanding of 
research methods but these lack 
detail and are underdeveloped. 
There is minimal primary research 
and the secondary research has 
some links to the brief but again they 
are underdeveloped. The research 
into materials is underdeveloped and 
could be expanded on by collecting 
materials rather than displaying 
stock images.  
 
AO1 The learner has shown 
reasonable recall of knowledge and 
has mentioned environmental 
impacts on the research documents 
and in the designs that link to the 
brief. This detail is underdeveloped 
and could have been explored more 
thoroughly.  
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Task 1 (b): interpreting a design brief  

 

Evidence: 
 
An email of your 
proposal to the client 
(in an appropriate 
word-processed 
document and 
included in your digital 
portfolio). 
 

Assessor comments 
AO1 The design brief has been 
interpreted with reference to the 
design movement chosen. There is 
some detail but this is 
underdeveloped and could have 
been expanded upon with details of 
the design style.  
 
AO2 The learner has shown they 
have applied reasonable 
understanding of the brief with 
reference to the design movement by 
mentioning the bright and bold 
colours and some relevance to 
environmental considerations is 
included. There is some detail but 
this is underdeveloped and could 
have been expanded upon.  
 
AO3 The judgements for the initial 
design are reasonable using 
examples of reusing materials and 
recycling, which are relevant to the 
brief. The learner has also included 
some detail on the choice of the 
design style, which is included in the 
brief.  
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Task 2: developing the designs  

 

Evidence: 
 
You could include in 
your digital portfolio: 
 

• drawings: 2D 
designs, hand 
rendered or CAD 

• notes on 
experimental 
ideas  

• images of 
material samples 

• annotations on 
the drawings 

• a list of 
references for the 
sources you have 
used 

• a copy of your 
internet browsing 
history. 

Assessor comments: 
AO4 The learner has shown some application 
of technical process by using digital software to 
create their drawings. These are 
underdeveloped and would need more practice 
and refinement to gain extra marks. There is 
some detail but again more development is 
needed. They have applied design processes 
reasonably and included some potential 
adjustments to the design but lack 
development of this process. The learner has 
referred to materials to be used relating these 
to the brief and has shown reasonable 
demonstration of design principles.  
 
AO5 The learner has analysed their technical 
process but this needed much more 
development, they have recognised the need 
for more practice using digital software but 
would benefit in using more CAD based 
programmes rather than drawing programmes. 
The learner has reasonably evaluated the 
design and recognised where some 
adjustment is needed but could have explained 
further the reasons for these adjustments. The 
learner has evaluated reasonably the use of 
recycled materials but this is underdeveloped 
and more detail could be given about each 
material in order to gain extra marks. They 
have analysed reasonably the link to design 
principles to their own design but further detail 
is lacking.  
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Design review 
 
I used my research and dieter rams 10 
principles of good design o choose the best 
design which fits the design style of post 
modernism the best, it is colourful and 
environmentally friendly and is still useful 
even though it is made from waste 
products, the design is still in proportion 
and could be used as a chair as well as 
creating interest in the clients shop 
window.  
 
There were a few things i changed to the 
design like the feet on the chair legs, these 
were going to be old tennis balls but i 
thought they might look a bit scruffy and 
also the rod holding the tube chair back 
wasn’t there to start with but is needed to 
hold the tube.  
 
The drawings i have done were created 
digitally and show the design well and have 
measurements included. I do need to learn 
more about digital design and how it can be 
used. It is a clearer way to present a design 
than a hand drawing.  
 
The materials used have all been reclaimed 
or recycled materials to fit with the eco 
friendly element of the brief. I have creates 
another drawing showing the materials to 
be used and another 2 drawings showing 
details of the feet and the tube attachment 
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Task 3: plan of production stages for design solution 

Production plan with risk assessment 
 

• Stool being used is an old stool which was due to be thrown away. Check the legs are 
secure. 

• Clean the stool with some spray cleaner leave to dry. Any kitchen cleaner is fine to use. 
Tools needed, cleaning cloths.  
Technique, cleaning. Resources, kitchen cleaner. Risk, skin irritation.  

• Cut the vinyl off cuts (sourced from a manufacturer who was going to throw them away) 
to size to cover the legs using a guillotine (use with care guillotines have sharp blades, 
ensure the guillotine is on a flat stable surface before cutting).  
Tools guillotine. Technique, cutting. Resources, vinyl from factory off cuts. 

• Cut the vinyl off cuts to size with scissors for the stool seat.  

• Once the stool is dry apply the vinyl to the legs and the stool seat and smooth out using 
a heat gun. Care should be taken with the heat gun heat resistant gloves should be 
worn.  
Tools, heat gun.  

• Paint the tubing for the back section of the chair using a spray paint. This should be 
done in a well ventilated area. 
Tools, spray can. Resources spray paint. Risk, lung damage from spray. 

• Stuff the tubing with scrap paper so it hold its shape. 

• Attach the tube section to the chair by cutting the bottom of the tube with a craft knife 
and slotting over the stool top secure with a hot glue gun (take care with the glue gun as 
the glue is very hot) 
Tools, hot glue gun. Techniques, cutting and gluing. 

• Use a straight piece of wire to hold up the tube in the centre, use one of the existing 
holes in the stool and secure with hot glue. 

• Cut a round shape for the stool top from scrap plywood using a jigsaw. Health and safety 
rules should be followed when using the saw, wear goggles. 
Tools, jigsaw sand paper. Techniques, sawing and sanding. Risk, cuts from saw 
sawdust in eyes, wear goggles.   

• Make 4 feet for the chair using scrap card and origami folding techniques to create a 
geometric shape. 

Evidence: 
 
You could include in 
your digital portfolio: 
 

• production plan 

• risk assessment of 
required materials, 
tools and 
techniques 

• a list of references 
for the sources you 
have used 

• a copy of your 
internet browsing 
history. 

Assessor comments 
AO1 The learner has shown a 
reasonable recall of 
knowledge and 
understanding of a production 
plan and has included 
materials relevant to the brief 
and some safe working 
practices and techniques but 
these are underdeveloped 
and need to be in more detail. 
 
AO2 The learner has applied 
their knowledge showing a 
reasonable understanding of 
a production plan and has 
included materials and some 
safe working practices and 
techniques but these are not 
complete for all tasks and are 
underdeveloped and need to 
be in more detail. The plan 
needs more applied 
understanding of the tools 
and resources needed for 
each task. 
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• Make 4 feet for the chair using scrap card and origami folding techniques to create a geometric 
shape. 
Techniques, origami. Resources, card and ruler.  

• Secure the feet with the hot glue gun. 

• Cut 2 triangle shapes from the fabric samples and sew together with a sewing machine leaving an 
opening on one side for the stuffing. Make sure the machine is in good working order and has been 
electrically tested. 
Tools, sewing machine. Resources, fabric sourced from charity shop. 

• Stuff the cushion shape with an old cushion inner and hand sew up the hole. 

• Cut 2 round shapes for the second cushion and sew together using a sewing machine. 

• The cushion can be placed loosely on the chair to complete the chair. 
 

AO4 The learner has 
demonstrated some safe 
working practices that have 
been included within the plan 
but not produced a separate 
risk assessment. The 
practices mentioned do show 
some proficiency but are 
underdeveloped and need 
more comprehensive detail for 
each process involved.   
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Task 4: developing and reviewing a prototype 

 

 

Evidence: 
 
You could include in your 
digital portfolio: 
 

• annotated images of 
production techniques 
applied when creating 
the prototype 

• annotated images of 
your prototype  

• a written/word 
processed formative 
review of your 
production processes 
and techniques. 
 

Assessor comments 
AO4 The learner has a 
reasonable demonstration 
of design principles and 
has mentioned these 
during the annotations on 
the images of the 
prototype. These are not 
fully developed and more 
detail of the links to the 
processes is needed to 
achieve greater marks. The 
design principles are 
relevant to the brief and the 
learner mentions this in 
their annotations. 
 
The learner has shown 
some proficiency in 
technical processes but 
their skills are 
underdeveloped and would 
need more practice to 
refine these skills. The 
learner has been able to 
resolve some design issues 
through the process to a 
reasonable level. 
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Production process review  
 

The prototype of the chair went quite well, it has a style which fit with a post-modern style and would 
be eye catching in the store window which fit the client brief. The materials I used were all either waste 
products from factories or designers or things that would have gone to landfill if they hadn’t been 
reused which fits with the stores brief for the design. I like the different textures of the chair which 
created more interest. The colours were bright and overall the design would attract new customers to 
look inside the store the cushions worked well but I was quite limited with the fabric I had to choose 
from. 
 

It was quite difficult to do many samples as it was all limited materials. 
I made the prototype in actual size as I was using reclaimed materials so it would have been difficult to 
make smaller. 
 

I found painting the tubing with spray paint quite hard as it needed a lot of layers and then started to 
drip where the paint was too thin so i might think of a way to do this differently for the actual chair 
maybe painting it with acrylic paint. i was originally going to glue the tube on but that didn't really work 
so I attached it with cable ties then glued it on to make it secure. The vinyl was also quite difficult as it 
creased a lot on the bends of the legs. I overheated the vinyl a few times trying to get it flat. A different 
type of vinyl might be better or I might just need more practice using the heat gun technique. I would 
like to try and find some more post modern style pattern fabric for the actual chair to fit the design style 
better but as I was limited with what I could find in the charity shops I thought these bright patterns 
would still look good. 
Using the jigsaw was successful as it is easy to use and you can create free shapes with it as well as 
precise shapes so it is a good tool to use. 
 

When making the final chair I would paint the tubing in a different way to make sure it was neater and 
possibly also paint the legs to avoid the creased vinyl although I have changed the design to cover this 
up so it would be ok. 
 

Assessor comments: 
AO5 The Learner has 
reasonably evaluated their 
own production processes of 
the prototype in some detail. 
They have analysed the 
design and have been able to 
make changes to improve the 
design during the process. 
These evaluations are 
underdeveloped and more 
detail on the reasons behind 
the changes and possible 
future improvements would 
gain additional marks. They 
have reasonably evaluated 
their use of design principles 
during the process and made 
links to the brief throughout. 
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Task 5: reviewing the project and digital presentation  

 

 

Evidence: 
 
You could include in 
your digital portfolio: 
 

• a digital 
presentation in 
appropriate file 
format 

• completed digital 
portfolio in 
appropriate file 
format. 

Assessor comments 
The learner has produced a 
presentation that captures 
how they responded to the 
brief. The presentation is 
suitable for showing to a 
client though a manager 
might find it too minimal if 
viewed without having the 
digital portfolio to refer to 
alongside it.  
 
The learner’s review and 
discussion of their design 
production skills are 
reasonable though their 
summative review is 
underdeveloped. The 
learner demonstrates a 
reasonable level of 
presentation and some 
aspects of the thought 
process have been made 
clear 
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