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Practitioner observations 
 
 

Name: Mia 
Year 3  

English 
The class is in an English comprehension lesson. The pupils have been given an extract of a 
character description to read independently. They must then answer questions about it. Mia 
prepares to read the extract. She shifts uncomfortably in her seat and looks around the class. 
Mia begins to point to the words one at a time and read along the line of text. Mia reads the 
first paragraph in this way and then looks at some of the questions. She then continues to read 
the second and third paragraphs in the same way, following the words with her finger. Other 
pupils finish reading before her and begin to answer the questions. Mia reads the first question 
and then looks back at the extract to find the key words. Mia slowly writes an answer. Mia 
needs additional time to complete the task. Six of the ten questions are answered correctly. 
 

History 
The class are working on a project about the Vikings. Mia is very interested in the topic and is 
working with a group to produce a poster about the Viking invasion. The teacher has discussed 
the topic with the class and has given them a range of resources to make the poster. The 
teacher has read the class a story about the invasion and what it may have been like for 
children during that time. The pupils have some leaflets and other resources to read to support 
their ideas. Some pupils in the group have read the additional resources and begun to put 
some ideas on the poster. Mia has said she would like to draw around the edges of the poster 
to decorate it whilst the other pupils read the leaflets. 
 

Science 
The pupils are learning about how to classify groups of living things. The teacher has explained 
facts about the plant and animal kingdoms. The pupils have been asked to identify a variety of 
living things in their local environment and have been looking at plants during the forest school 
sessions. The teacher has given the pupils a task sheet to read and work from. Mia looks at 
the sheet but waits for the other pupils to read the instructions out loud. Mia begins to complete 
the tasks. 
 

Reading session 
Mia is asked to bring her reading book to read to the teaching assistant. Mia explains that she 
has forgotten her book and it is at home. The teaching assistant asks Mia to get a book that 
she would like to read from the bookshelf. Mia chooses a book that she has already read and 
reads aloud to the teaching assistant. Mia reads most of the text accurately following the words 
with her finger. Mia takes time to work out some of the more difficult words. The teaching 
assistant discusses what Mia has read with her and Mia responds accurately to some, but not 
all of the questions. 
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