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Observation 1 
 

Name of child: 
Emily 
 

Date of observation: 
26 April–1 May 
 

Age of child (in years and months): 
4 years 2 months 
 

Development/Curriculum links: Personal, social and emotional development 

Place of observation:  
Reception class 
 

Time of observation: 09:30 am – 10:30 am    

 

Aim of the observation 

To observe Emily (E) during outdoor play to assess her developmental levels and needs related to 
her personal, social and emotional development.  
 

 

Introduction 

The observation takes place in the Early Years outdoor learning space. This is an area with a 
tarmac yard and a grass area. Emily (E) and another child Chloe (C) are with an Early Years 
Practitioner (EYP). They are working at the outdoor creative area. Emily is attempting to make 
dragon wings which later turn into a kite. The observation will focus on Emily. 
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E has some cardboard, string and felt pens. 
 
“Can you help me?” 
 
“Yes, Emily, what are you making?” 
 
“I want to make dragon wings to fly around and go raaah, raaah, raaah.” 
 
“What shall we do first?” 
 
“Wings, make the wings.” 
 
E takes some card and starts to colour in. 
 
“I want to make my wings red and put sparkles on.” 
 
Another child approaches the table and sits down. 
 
“Hi Chloe, are you coming to join us?” 
 
“NO! They are my dragon wings.” 
E pushes C away. 
 
“Ahh Emily, we must be nice to our nursery friends and have kind hands. 
Don’t push Chloe because that makes her sad. Try and use your words.” 
 
“My dragon wings.” 
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C picks up the red felt pen to colour in. 
“No, my pen.” 
 
“It is fine for Chloe to join us, Emily. We have lots of card, pens and string. 
Emily, can you show Chloe how to make dragon wings?” 
 
“No! Go away” 
E turns her back away from EYP and C and folds her arms. She starts to 
cry. 
 
 
“Emily, you need to use your words to tell me why you are crying.”  
 
 
E cries and points to C who is holding the red pen. 
 
 
“Do you want the red pen, Emily?” 
 
E nods. 
 
“You need to ask Chloe, please may I use the red pen when you have 
finished?“ 
 
 
E cries and shakes her head. 
 
C passes her the red pen. 
 
“You need to say, thank you for the pen, Chloe.” 
 
EYP models the response. 
 
The girls finish colouring and the EYP helps them attach string to the 
wings so they can wear them. 
 
“Raah, raah,raaah, fly fly fly.” 
 
 
E runs across the yard with C just behind her. 
 
“I won, I won!” 
 
The girls race again. This time C wins. 
 
“That's not fair, I won, I won!” 
 
E begins to cry; she stamps her feet and shouts at C. E hits C and pushes 
her away. 
 
“Emily, come and sit with me. Take three breaths in and calm down. We 
must use kind words and kind hands in reception. It is ok to let other 
people win and it is nice that everyone gets a turn to come first.” 
 
E puts her head down and cries. 
 
“It is not kind to hurt our friends. You have made Chloe sad because you 
hit her. In a few minutes, when you have calmed down, I would like you to 
go and say you are sorry, please.” 
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“No.” 
 
 
“How do you think Chloe feels when you hurt her?” 
 
 
E shrugs. 
 
 
“Do you think Chloe feels happy or sad when you hurt her?” 
 
 
“Sad.” 
 

“Please will you say sorry to Chloe now?” 
 
 

“No.” 
 
E walks away from EYP and walks around the yard. 
E does not engage with anyone else and stands alone. 
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Observation 2 
 

Name of child: Emily 

Date of observation: 26 April–1 May 

Age of child (in years and months): 
 

4 years 2 months 

Development/Curriculum links: Personal, social and emotional development  

Place of observation:  Reception class 

Time of observation: Observed over a five-day period  

 

Observation 

Has the area of learning been achieved?  Y=Yes, N=No, P=Partly 

Area of Learning  Y  N Comments  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

See themselves as a 
valuable individual 

Y  Emily brings in a certificate she received from a swimming 
lesson. She stands at the front of the class and tells 
everyone how she got it. Emily is very proud and happy 
when the class gives her a clap for her achievement. 

Build constructive and 
respectful relationships 

 N In the book corner, Emily goes over to another child and 
snatches the book the child is looking at. The EYP 
intervenes and asks Emily to return the book to the child. 
Emily refuses and hugs the book tightly. The EYP says 
“Please give the book back to Jack because he was 
looking at it.” Emily says “NO!” 

Express their feelings  N Emily is standing in the Home Corner crying. The EYP 
approaches and asks Emily to use her words to tell her 
why she is upset. Emily stands crying and pointing to a 
child who is playing with a pushchair and teddy bear. The 
EYP again asks Emily to tell her what is wrong. Emily just 
cries louder and keeps pointing. 

Consider the feelings of 
others 

Y   Emily helps a friend in the yard when she is upset. Emily 
helps her friend get up from the ground when she falls 
over. She holds her hand and brings her to the EYP “Miss, 
Sarah fell over.” 

Show resilience and 
perseverance in the face 
of challenge 

Y  Emily is trying to use a pair of scissors to cut out a body, 
head, legs and arms to make a person. She can only make 
snips in the paper and is becoming frustrated by the task. 
The EYP supports her using a pair of training scissors and 
Emily is able to complete the task. 

Identify and moderate their 
own feelings socially and 
emotionally 

 N Emily is working with a group of children using large 
wooden blocks to make an aeroplane. A child moves a 
block which Emily had placed for a seat. Emily shouts 
“NO!” and pushes the child backwards. The child falls 
backwards and starts to cry. Emily takes the block back 
and places it where she wants it. The EYP intervenes. 

Think about the 
perspectives of others. 

 N The EYP is talking to Emily about an incident where she 
refused to share some jugs in the water tray. The EYP 
asks Emily if she would feel sad if her friends would not 
share with her. The EYP asks if it is good to make her 
friend cry. Emily refuses to speak and tries to walk away. 
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Observation 3 

Name of child: 
Emily 
 

Date of observation: 
26 April–1 May 
 

Age of child (in years and months): 
4 years 2 months 
 

Development/curriculum links: 
Personal, social and emotional development  
 

Place of observation:  
Reception class 
 

Time of observation: Observed over a five-day period 

 

Observation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the large construction 
area, the children are making 
an aeroplane. Emily appears 
to want to control the game 
and when the other children 
make suggestions she says 
“NO!” Emily wants to be the 
pilot and will not share this 
role. Emily holds the large 
blocks close to her body and 
will not share them. 
26 April 9.20am EYP 
 

During story time the EYP 
asks the children to put their 
hands up to answer 
questions. Emily shouts out 
the answers. The EYP 
reminds the children of the 
expectation for them to put 
up their hands and wait to 
be asked for their answer, 
rather than shout out. 
26 April 10.00am EYP 
 

Three children are playing 
with the ‘Incy Wincy’ board 
game. They take it in turns 
to roll the dice and move up 
or down the drainpipe. 
Emily does not win the 
game and begins to cry. 
Emily pushes the counters 
to the floor. The EYP 
intervenes and explains that 
we don’t always win. 
27 April 2.25pm EYP 
 

Emily spends 10 minutes 
making a kite, she works 
alone. Emily takes a piece of 
A4 paper and colours it with 
pencils. She uses sticky tape 
to secure the string. Emily 
takes the kite outside to ‘fly it’ 
but the string comes off. 
Emily is upset. The EYP 
encourages Emily to mend 
the kite and try again. 
27 April 10.10am EYP 
 

On the dough table there is 
an argument between Emily 
and another child. Both 
children are holding the 
rolling pin and refusing to let 
go. The EYP models how to 
share the equipment and 
take turns. 
27 April 2.00pm EYP 
 

Outdoors, Emily goes from 
one activity to another. 
She rides a bike for 1 
minute, moves to the tyre 
rolling and then after 30 
seconds moves to the mud 
kitchen. Emily then walks 
around the outdoor area. 
The EYP tries to engage 
Emily in a game of ‘What’s 
the time, Mr. Wolf?’ The 
EYP praises Emily for 
joining in. 
28 April 10.30am EYP 
 

Emily made an amazing 
monster from the 
construction set. She made a 
head and added a body, four 
legs and a tail. Emily showed 
her work to the rest of the 
class. The children asked her 
questions about her monster, 
which she answered proudly.  
28 April 1.50pm EYP 
 

At lunchtime Emily showed 
her friend how to wash her 
hands. “You put the soap 
on like this and rub, rub, 
rub!” Emily rubbed her 
hands together. Emily 
turned the tap on and 
washed the soap away. Her 
friend copied. Emily said, 
“Well done, I am proud of 
you!” 
29 April 12.05pm EYP  
 

Emily is in the dressing up 
area. She tries on new 
clothes and drops them on 
the floor. Soon there are 
no clothes left on the 
hangers. EYP intervenes 
and models how to hang 
the clothes up. She 
explains why it is important 
to hang up clothes and 
keep the classroom tidy. 
30 April 10:45am EYP 
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