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Introduction 
 
This Mark Scheme has been written by the assessment writer and refined, alongside the 
relevant questions, by a panel of subject experts through the external assessment writing 
process and at standardisation meetings. 
 
The purpose of this Mark Scheme is to give you: 
 

• examples and criteria of the types of response expected from a student 

• information on how individual marks are to be awarded 

• the allocated assessment objectives (AOs) and total mark for each question. 
 

Marking guidelines 
 

General guidelines 
 
You must apply the following marking guidelines to all marking undertaken throughout the 
marking period. This is to ensure fairness to all students, who must receive the same treatment. 
You must mark the first student in exactly the same way as you mark the last. 
 

• The Mark Scheme must be referred to throughout the marking period and applied 
consistently. Do not change your approach to marking once you have been standardised. 

• Reward students positively giving credit for what they have shown, rather than what they 
might have omitted. 

• Utilise the whole mark range and always award full marks when the response merits them. 

• Be prepared to award zero marks if the student’s response has no creditworthy material. 

• Do not credit irrelevant material that does not answer the question, no matter how 
impressive the response might be. 

• If you are in any doubt about the application of the Mark Scheme, you must consult with 
your team leader or the chief examiner. 

 

Guidelines for using extended-response marking grids 
 
Extended-response marking grids have been designed to award a student’s response 
holistically and should follow a best-fit approach. The grids are broken down into bands, with 
each band having an associated descriptor indicating the performance at that band. You should 
determine the band before determining the mark. 
 
When determining a band, you should use a bottom-up approach. If the response meets all the 
descriptors in the lowest band, you should move to the next one, and so on, until the response 
matches the band descriptor. Remember to look at the overall quality of the response and 
reward students positively, rather than focussing on small omissions. If the response covers 
aspects at different bands, you should use a best-fit approach at this stage and use the 
available marks within the band to credit the response appropriately. 
 
When determining a mark, your decision should be based on the quality of the response in 
relation to the descriptors. You must also consider the relative weightings of the AOs, so as not 
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to over / under credit a response. Standardisation materials, marked by the chief examiner, will 
help you with determining a mark. You will be able to use exemplar student responses to 
compare to live responses, to decide if it is the same, better or worse. 
 
You are reminded that the indicative content provided under the marking grid is there as a 
guide, and therefore you must credit other suitable responses a student may produce. It is not a 
requirement either that students must cover all of the indicative content to be awarded full 
marks. 
 

Assessment objectives (AOs) 
 
This assessment requires students to: 
 
AO1:  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of contexts, concepts, theories and 

principles in education and early years 
AO2:  Apply knowledge and understanding of contexts, concepts, theories and principles in 

education and early years to different situations and contexts 
AO3: Analyse and evaluate information and issues related to contexts, concepts, theories and 

principles in education and early years to make informed judgements, draw conclusions 
and address needs 

 
The weightings of each AO can be found in the Qualification Specification. 
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Section A – Element 2: Supporting education and Element 6: Working in 
partnership 
 
This section is worth 39 marks, including 3 marks for quality of written communication (QWC) 
and use of specialist terminology. 
 

1 Identify one reason why it is important to use up-to-date and appropriate technology 
to support children’s education. 

[1 mark] 

 

AO1 = 1 mark  

 

Award one mark for each reason identified, up to a maximum of one mark: 
 

• enables accurate monitoring of children’s and young people’s progress 

• facilitates sharing of information 

• introduces ability to deliver learning using a variety of media 

• supports planning, designing and delivery of suitable learning materials and assessments 

• makes learning accessible for children and young people with special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND) 

• enables safe communication and collaboration with children and young people online 

• prepares children and young people for future learning and career opportunities 

• develops overall digital literacy. 
 

Accept any other suitable response. 
 

2 Charlie, a secondary school teacher, is interested in the impact of metacognition on 
pupils’ exam preparation. 
 
Explain one way this approach may influence the pupils’ exam preparation. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO2 = 2 marks  

 

Award one mark for an identification of an influence, plus one additional mark for a linked 
explanation, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• Metacognition will support the pupils to identify their own strengths and areas for 
improvement (1), helping the young person revise and prepare for examinations in a way 
that facilitates and best suits their learning (1). 

• Metacognition will support the pupils to think about their own learning in relation to specific 
subjects (1), using specific study strategies to address knowledge gaps and monitor areas 
of weakness and adjust accordingly, leading to better exam preparation (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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3 (a) Give two reasons why children may experience changes in routine when living as part 
of a blended family. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO1 = 2 marks 
 
Award one mark for each reason given, up to a maximum of two marks: 

• Different parenting styles could lead to a change in rules. 

• Step-siblings / shared space may require children to adapt. 

• Specific time splits may require children to move between households. 

• Children may have to form new relationships with others when two families come together. 
 

Accept any other suitable response. 
 

3 (b) Jessica is an early years practitioner who is working with children from a range of 
diverse family dynamics in a reception class. Jessica is planning a series of activities 
around ‘me and my family’. 
 
Explain one way that Jessica can plan inclusive activities that value and respect the 
range of diverse family dynamics. 

[2 marks] 

 
AO2 = 2 marks 
 
Award one mark for an identification of a planning consideration, plus one additional mark 
for a linked explanation, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• To value and respect families, Jessica can ensure that the activities are not about 
specific family roles or relationships, like mums and dads (1); this way, children who live 
with other relatives or carers can participate without feeling left out (1). 

• To contribute to inclusion in planning and provision, Jessica can provide pictures or 
examples of different family structures to help inspire the children's thinking (1); this will 
ensure that everyone feels represented and able to participate in the activities (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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4 (a) Explain one benefit for children and young people when practitioners work in 
partnership with parents and carers. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO1 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for an identification of a benefit, plus one additional mark for a linked 
explanation, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• creates a shared level of expectations (between parents and practitioners) (1), which 
helps to ensure they (children and young people) receive consistency (between both 
home and the setting) (1) 

• supports with smoother transitions (1), which helps ensure there is a clear plan for them 
(children and young people) when they move to a new setting (1) 

• supports the sharing of information between home and the setting (1), which can help to 
reduce anxiety / promote children and young people’s wellbeing (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
 

 

4 (b) Parental attendance at a recent sixth form parents’ evening was very low. The class 
tutor has been asked to identify and overcome potential barriers to improve 
partnership working with parents and carers. 
 
Describe one strategy the class tutor could use to improve partnerships with the 
parents and carers of their class. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO2 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for an identification of a strategy, plus one additional mark for a linked 
description, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• The class tutor can build positive relationships with parents / carers (1) by offering an 
open-door policy to hear parents’ / carers’ questions or concerns (1). 

• The class tutor can organise open days / evenings where parents can see their child’s 
work in an informal way (1); this will help parents feel more comfortable to come in if they 
lack confidence in an educational setting (1). 

• The class tutor can make use of secure technology to establish and maintain 
communication with parents / carers (for example, forums and apps) (1) to encourage 
two-way communication for parents and carers who find it difficult to attend parents’ 
events (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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5 Isaac is 8 years old and has just moved to the UK with his family. Isaac 
communicates effectively with his family using his home language. He listens 
attentively in class although does not contribute to discussions during group 
activities. 
 
Assess the potential impact of English as an additional language for Isaac’s 
education. 

[3 marks] 

 

AO3 = 3 marks  

 

Award one mark for each part of the assessment, across a maximum of one linked 
assessment, up to a maximum of three marks: 
 

• Isaac may begin to lack confidence in his educational achievements as he may feel 
unable to ask questions (1); this may impact his engagement in group activities and peer 
learning as he is unable to contribute using the English language to convey his thoughts 
and feelings (1). This may lead to a lack of motivation / disposition, which may affect his 
performance at school (1). 

• Issac communicates effectively in his home language, which means his language 
acquisition is well developed (1). As Isaac’s confidence increases in English his bilingual 
opportunities will allow him to communicate more confidently / engage in discussion at 
home and school (1). This will enhance his participation in activities to support his 
learning and allow him to achieve alongside his peers (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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6 Evaluate the influence of role modelling on children’s learning and development, with 
reference to the social learning theory. 

[6 marks] 

 

AO3 = 6 marks 
 

Band Mark Descriptor 

3 5 to 6 

AO3 – evaluation of the information is well developed, effective, 
and fully relevant, showing highly detailed, logical and coherent 
chains of reasoning throughout. 
 
Conclusions are informed and are fully supported with rational 
and balanced judgements.  

2 3 to 4 

AO3 – evaluation of the information is reasonably developed, in 
most parts effective, and mostly relevant, showing mostly 
detailed, logical and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. 
 
Conclusions are supported with judgements that consider most of 
the relevant arguments. 

1 1 to 2 

AO3 – evaluation of the information is basic, in some parts 
effective and of some relevance, showing some but limited 
detailed, logical and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. 
 
Brief conclusions are supported by judgements that consider only 
the most basic arguments.  

0 0 No creditworthy material. 
 

 

Indicative content 
 
Reasoned judgements may include positive and / or strong influences, relating to social 
learning theory: 
 

• Role modelling provides opportunities for children to modify their behaviour / actions by 
repeating actions. 

• Through role modelling, children learn by observing the behaviour of influential people 
around them as Bandura demonstrated through the social learning theory.  

 
Reasoned judgements may include negative and / or weak influences, relating to social 
learning theory: 
 

• Role models in a child’s life may influence how they value their education, which may lead 
to disinterest or unhealthy choices.  

• Role models in a child’s life may influence their future outcomes / decisions / inspiration / 
aspiration (for example, which may lead to a cycle of underachieving). 
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Conclusions: 
 

• Children will benefit from regulating their behaviour to meet expectations / social norms 
and this can impact a child’s disposition / approach / attitude / engagement in education / 
academic aspiration. 

• Children who learn to respond in a specific / particular way due to conditioning / learnt 
responses may never reach their full potential. This may create a pattern within families 
and alter outcomes through their environment. 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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7 Safia, aged 3 years, is neurodiverse. Safia has been exhibiting signs of anxiety at 
nursery. She often cries when separating from her mum and needs support with 
changes to her routine. 
 
The nursery has been discussing how best to support Safia with the area special 
educational needs and disabilities co-ordinator (SENDCo). 
 
Explain two approaches that the SENDCo could take to support Safia. 

[4 marks] 

 

AO2 = 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for each identification of an approach, up to a maximum of two marks; plus, 
award one additional mark for each linked explanation, up to a maximum of two marks, up to a 
total maximum of four marks: 
 

• The SENDCo should understand Safia’s needs and will be aware of how to provide 
responsive care to help Safia understand and manage changes to her routine / transitions, 
so that she feels more secure and in control (1); this would also enable staff to provide 
additional / appropriate strategies to support as needed during changes to routines / 
transitions (1). 

• The SENDCo could work closely with Safia's parents and her key person to develop a 
consistent approach to supporting her emotional needs, such as providing a familiar 
comfort object during separation periods (1); this would help Safia feel more secure and 
supported across different settings / situations /changes to routines (1). 

• The SENDCo could share a range of strategies with other staff such as using a story-
based approach to help Safia understand and cope with her feelings about separating from 
her mum (1); incorporating characters and scenarios that resonate with Safia's 
experiences will offer a sense of belonging / reassurance during changes to routine (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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8 The early years foundation stage (EYFS) supports each child to achieve through an 
early years curriculum designed to meet their individual stage, needs and interests. 
 
Discuss how the EYFS promotes learning and development through child-centred 
practice. 
 
Your response must include: 
 

• reasoned judgements 

• conclusions about ways that the EYFS promotes learning and development 
through child-centred practice. 

[12 marks, plus 3 marks for QWC] 

 

AO1 = 4 marks 
AO2 = 4 marks 
AO3 = 4 marks 
QWC = 3 marks 
 

Band Mark Descriptor 

4 10 to 12 

AO3 – discussion is comprehensive, effective and relevant, showing 
logical and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. Accurate 
judgements, rational and balanced conclusions or addressed needs 
are evident. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the ways that the EYFS 
promotes learning and development through child-centred practice is 
clear and fully accurate, with sustained focus. 
 
AO1 – the answer demonstrates extensive breadth and / or depth of 
understanding. 

3 7 to 9 

AO3 – discussion is generally effective and mostly relevant, showing 
mostly logical and coherent chains of reasoning. Mostly accurate 
judgements, mostly rational and balanced conclusions or addressed 
needs are evident. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the ways that the EYFS 
promotes learning and development through child-centred practice is 
mostly clear and generally accurate, although on occasion may lose 
focus. 
 
AO1 – the answer demonstrates reasonable breadth and / or depth of 
understanding, with occasional inaccuracies and / or omissions. 

2 4 to 6 

AO3 – discussion is somewhat effective and of some relevance, with 
reasoning taking the form of generic statements with some 
development. Judgements have some merit (simplistic and brief), and 
conclusions or addressed needs will have some but limited rationality 
and balance. 
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AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the ways that the EYFS 
supports children’s learning and development shows some but limited 
accuracy, focus and relevance. 
 
AO1 – the answer is basic and shows limited breadth and / or depth of 
understanding, with inaccuracies and omissions. 

1 1 to 3 

AO3 – discussion is limited in effectiveness and relevance. Judgements 
are tenuous and mostly unsupported, and conclusions or addressed 
needs, if present, have little relevance to the question and lack 
balance. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the ways that the EYFS 
promotes learning and development through child-centred practice has 
minimal focus and relevance to the context. 
 
AO1 – the answer is fragmented, with isolated points, showing 
superficial breath and / or depth of understanding, with significant 
inaccuracies and omissions. 

 0 No creditworthy material. 
 

 
Indicative content 
 
Statutory requirements of the EYFS may include: 
 

• partnership working with parents / carers 

• activities and experiences 

• indoor and outdoor experiences 

• continuous provision 

• enabling safe and stimulating environments 

• observation and effective planning 
 
Reasoned judgements: 
 

• Parents / carers share information about their child, for example using an ‘all about me’ 
information sheet when children start the EYFS, which helps the practitioners know and 
understand about children’s individual development and learning needs. 

• Play activities are planned based on knowledge of individual children’s learning and 
development, which will support children to effectively learn at different rates and in 
different ways. 

• Indoor and outdoor experiences and opportunities are planned to promote all areas of 
learning. 

• Continuous provision is available to all children, providing a range of opportunities for 
children to explore, build on their interests and access learning in different and meaningful 
ways. 

• Practitioners plan and provide an enabling indoor and outdoor environment that is safe and 
stimulating with adults who facilitate learning and development. 

• Practitioners observe children during play and identify current stages of development and 
then respond in a way that best supports children’s learning and development. 
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Conclusions about the ways the EYFS promotes learning and development through 
child-centred practice: 
 

• Practitioners use information about children’s needs and development to support planning 
opportunities in the setting, which then help lead children towards progress and 
achievement of the early learning goals (ELGs) at the end of the EYFS. Children who 
demonstrate the ‘expected’ ELGs at the end of the EYFS are more likely to achieve 
nationally required progress by the end of key stage 1 and 2; therefore, it is important to 
prioritise learning and development at a young age to support current / future progress, 
development and achievement. 

• Practitioners use information about children’s needs and development from parents to 
support planning opportunities in the setting, which then help lead children towards 
progress and achievement of the ELGs at the end of the EYFS. Working in partnership 
with parents will help them to recognise the importance of prioritising learning and 
development at a young age to support current / future progress, development and 
achievement. 

• A range of purposeful play experiences give children the chance to learn new concepts, 
explore and practise skills, aiding progress towards the statutory requirements at the end 
of the EYFS, and help prepare children for transition to key stage 1 learning and to access 
the opportunities for learning and development made available to them in year 1. 

• Access to indoor and outdoor play environments promotes all areas of learning, giving 
children the opportunity to learn in a way that helps children develop characteristics of 
effective learning. This opportunity will aid children's development towards achieving the 
ELGs and support children to develop a positive outlook / approach to learning. This 
positive outlook / approach will impact children’s future progress and achievement because 
when children take a positive approach to learning they are more likely to be successful 
throughout their school journey. 

• Access to continuous provision, which is planned, reflects children’s interests and offers an 
enabling environment that supports children to learn at their own pace and will help 
children progress more rapidly towards the expectations of the EYFS. Children’s 
knowledge and understanding will become ‘sticky’ as it has been made meaningful to 
them, and they then will be able to recall and apply their understanding to future learning 
and development. 

• Adults are an important part of an enabling environment and are essential to ensure 
children are stretched and supported towards readiness for future learning and 
development. When adults apply observation and assessment to their practice, it ensures 
that opportunities for learning and development are not lost, and children receive the 
support and challenge they need to effectively learn and make progress towards the ELGs. 

• Intervention should be implemented in the EYFS to ensure children make progress to learn 
and develop to ‘expected’ levels of learning and development. Planned intervention will 
ensure children do not miss out on the best possible start in life and are able to receive the 
benefits of learning and developing in their earliest years. 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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QWC mark scheme 
 

Mark Descriptor 

3 
The answer is clearly expressed and well-structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with effective control of meaning overall. 
A wide range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

2 
The answer is generally clearly expressed and sufficiently structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with general control of meaning overall. 
A good range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

1 

The answer lacks some clarity and is generally poorly structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with some control of meaning and any errors do not 
significantly hinder the overall meaning. 
A limited range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

0 

There is no answer written or none of the material presented is creditworthy. 
Or 
The answer does not reach the threshold performance level. The answer is 
fragmented and unstructured, with inappropriate use of technical terms. The errors 
in grammar severely hinder the overall meaning. 
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Section B – Element 3: Safeguarding, equality and diversity and wellbeing 
 
This section is worth 34 marks, including 3 marks for quality of written communication (QWC) 
and use of specialist terminology. 
 

9 Identify one step practitioners should take to manage risk when keeping children safe. 
[1 mark] 

 

AO1 = 1 mark 
 

Award one mark for each step identified, up to a maximum of one mark: 
 

• identifying hazards 

• determining who is at risk 

• evaluating the risks and selecting mitigations 

• recording findings and implementing mitigations 
• monitoring and reviewing risk management. 
 
Accept any other suitable response. 
 

10 Identify two barriers that could affect children and young people’s access to education. 
[2 marks] 

 

AO1 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for each barrier identified, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• physical accessibility 

• mental health issues 

• attitudes and expectations 

• curriculum 

• family background 

• socio-economic. 
 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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11 Figure 1 is data on the number of children subject to a child protection plan (CPP) in 
the UK in 2023 where neglect was a concern. 
 
Figure 1 

 
England 

Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland Wales 
UK 

(total) 

Number of children who 
were the subject of a CPP 
under the sole category of 
neglect 

25 050 667 N / A 835 26 552 

Number of children who 
were the subject of a CPP 
where neglect was one of 
multiple concerns 
identified 

N / A 497 N / A 150 647 

Total number of children 
who were the subject of a 
CPP where neglect was a 
concern 

25 050 1164 892 985 28 091 

(Data from https://learning.nspcc.org.uk / media / hukmdrp2 / statistics-briefing-neglect-
august-2024df, based on sources: DfE, 2023b; DoH, 2023; Scottish Government, 
2024a; Welsh Government, 2024) 
 
Using Figure 1, calculate the percentage of children in the UK who were the subject of 
a CPP where neglect was one of ‘multiple concerns identified’. 
 
You must show your working. 

[2 marks] 

 

Mathematics = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for use of valid method: 
 
(647 ÷ 28 091) x 100 (1) 
 
Award one mark for the correct answer: 
 
2.30322 (%) (1) 
 
Note: award two marks for a correct answer where working is not shown. 
Note: rounding to 2, 2.3, 2.30 or 2.303 are acceptable for a mark, and the % is not needed for 
the mark. 

  

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/hukmdrp2/statistics-briefing-neglect-august-2024.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/hukmdrp2/statistics-briefing-neglect-august-2024.pdf
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12 (a) Give two examples of how teaching assistants can empower young people to help 
safeguard themselves. 

[2 marks]  

 

AO1 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for each example given, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• encouraging young people to express their feelings 

• teaching young people about informed consent 

• encouraging young people to make their own decisions 

• giving young people space and trust to practice autonomy. 
 
Accept any other suitable response. 
 

 

12 (b) Sarah is a teaching assistant that works with Marco, aged 10, who has a history of 
being physically abused. 
 
Describe one sign associated with Marco’s physical abuse that Sarah may recognise. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO2 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for an identification of a sign, plus one additional mark for a linked 
description, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• Marco may have reoccurring injuries including fractures or broken bones (1); this could 
result in further complications, potentially resulting in illness requiring treatment (1). 

• Marco may have signs including bruising, burns and / or bites that he tries to cover up with 
his clothing (1); this could lead to Marco flinching / cowering during physical contact / when 
individuals enter his personal space (1). 

• Marco may suffer from recurring physical ill health (1); this may result in erratic attendance 
/ poor concentration / limited contributions to class focus (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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13 The Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 places a duty on educational settings to 
prevent pupils from being drawn into terrorism. 
 
Discuss one purpose of this act for children and young people who attend educational 
settings. 
 
Your response must include reasoned judgements and a conclusion. 

[3 marks] 

 

AO3 = 3 marks 

 

Award one mark for each linked discussion point (reasoned judgement), up to a maximum of 
two marks; plus, award one additional mark for a linked conclusion, up to a maximum of one 
mark, up to a total maximum of three marks: 
 

• One purpose of this act is to safeguard children and young people by embracing 
fundamental British values (1). Embracing fundamental British values will empower children 
and young people with the knowledge needed to protect selves / value others (1); 
therefore, children and young people will be more likely to recognise exploitation / 
radicalisation in self and others (1). 

• One purpose of the act for educational settings is to place a responsibility to recognise 
signs that a child or young person might be being radicalised (1). Being able to recognise 
the signs of radicalisation means that the educational setting will have to provide training / 
Prevent for all staff on what the signs and indicators of radicalisation might be (1), 
subsequently ensuring that children and young people can be supported early on and will 
reduce the impact of radicalisation and reduce the likelihood of them committing acts of 
terror (1). 

• One purpose of this act for children and young people in educational settings is to protect 
children and young people from being drawn into terrorism (1). Protecting children and 
young people from being drawn into terrorism ensures children and young people are 
informed of potential signs, risks and dangers (1). This could result in policies and 
procedures that will empower children and young people to be more aware, resilient and 
make healthy informed choices (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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14 Chloe is a year 11 pupil who requires additional support with her literacy skills. She has 
shown an interest in auditioning for a main part in a school drama production. Her 
teacher is concerned that this part has many lines for Chloe to learn. She encourages 
Chloe to consider another part in the production. 
 
Assess one way having appropriate expectations and not labelling Chloe is important 
to her wellbeing and success in school. 

[3 marks] 

 

AO3 = 3 marks 

 

Award one mark for each part of the assessment, across a maximum of one linked 
assessment, up to a maximum of three marks: 
 

• This approach will help prevent Chloe from feeling stigmatised, allowing her to develop 
skills and build resilience while maintaining a positive self-image (1). Through nurturing a 
sense of inclusion without fear of judgement, she will be more engaged, which will increase 
her self-esteem (1); therefore, this approach focuses on Chloe’s strengths rather than 
limiting her to the struggles she has with literacy (1) 

• This approach will encourage Chloe’s motivation and confidence, which will make her feel 
valued and capable of attempting new tasks (1); labelling her as someone who cannot 
achieve will lower her self-esteem and may discourage her from taking on challenges in the 
future (1). As a result, setting appropriate targets with clear expectations that challenge and 
encourage her the school will support her emotional wellbeing towards reaching her full 
potential (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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15 A member of staff has witnessed an accident in the playground involving a child aged 
2 years who has fallen from a small climbing frame and bumped his head. The staff 
member decides not to record the accident. 
 
Explain two reasons why the staff member should follow the nursery’s first aid policy 
and procedures following this accident. 

[4 marks] 

 

AO2 = 4 marks 
 
Award one mark for each identification of a reason, up to a maximum of two marks; plus, 
award one additional mark for each linked explanation, up to a maximum of two marks, up to 
a total maximum of four marks: 
 

• Recording the accident will provide a detailed account to share with the child’s parents / 
carers (1) so that they can monitor the child at home, being extra vigilant for any change 
in the child’s health / behaviour / responsiveness (1). 

• The first aid policy and procedures ensure the nursery is complying with legislation in 
adherence with regulatory safeguarding requirements / EYFS statutory requirements (1) 
to ensure safeguarding and welfare requirements / ratios for supervising children are 
upheld (1). 

• Staff will be able to reflect on this accident along with any other accidents / incidents that 
may be identified through routine risk assessments (1), which will help mitigate future risks 
/ risk management preventing reoccurrence (1). 

• If policy and procedure are not followed, this could lead to a lack of required medical 
intervention (1) as a bump to the head may not appear serious but could have side effects 
that require attention later (1). 

• The first aid policy and procedures protect staff as well as the children they are caring for; 
without a written record staff will not be able to recall the accident should they be required 
(1). This will allow fuller details of how it happened at a later date in case of accusations of 
neglect / reported to Ofsted / damaging to reputation / discipline of staff members (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
 

16 
 

Discuss potential links between behaviour in young people and experiences of 
neglect during childhood. 
 
Your response must include: 
 

• reasoned judgements 

• conclusions about ways neglect can impact behaviour in young people. 

[12 marks, plus 3 marks for QWC] 

 

AO1 = 4 marks 
AO2 = 4 marks 
AO3 = 4 marks 
QWC = 3 marks 
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Band Mark Descriptor 

4 10 to 12 

AO3 – discussion is comprehensive, effective and relevant, showing 
logical and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. Accurate 
judgements, rational and balanced conclusions or addressed needs are 
evident. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the impact of childhood neglect 
and behaviour in young people is clear and fully accurate, with 
sustained focus. 
 
AO1 – the response demonstrates extensive breadth and / or depth of 
understanding. 

3 7 to 9 

AO3 – discussion is generally effective and mostly relevant, showing 
mostly logical and coherent chains of reasoning. Mostly accurate 
judgements, mostly rational and balanced conclusions or addressed 
needs are evident. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the impact of childhood neglect 
and behaviour in young people is mostly clear and generally accurate, 
although on occasion may lose focus. 
 
AO1 – the answer demonstrates reasonable breadth and / or depth of 
understanding, with occasional inaccuracies and / or omissions. 

2 4 to 6 

AO3 – discussion is somewhat effective and of some relevance, with 
reasoning taking the form of generic statements with some 
development. Judgements have some merit (simplistic and brief), and 
conclusions or addressed needs will have some but limited rationality 
and balance. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the impact of childhood neglect 
and behaviour in young people shows some but limited accuracy, focus 
and relevance. 
 
AO1 – the answer is basic and shows limited breadth and / or depth of 
understanding, with inaccuracies and omissions. 

1 1 to 3 

AO3 – discussion is limited in effectiveness and relevance. Judgements 
are tenuous and mostly unsupported, and conclusions or addressed 
needs, if present, have little relevance to the question and lack balance. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the impact of childhood neglect 
and behaviour in young people has minimal focus and relevance to the 
context. 
 
AO1 – the answer is fragmented, with isolated points, showing 
superficial breath and / or depth of understanding, with significant 
inaccuracies and omissions. 

 0 No creditworthy material. 
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Indicative content 
 
Experience of neglect: 
 

• young person is not properly supervised 

• young person is lonely 

• young person is hungry 

• young person is unsafe 

• infections go untreated 

• young person is dirty and unkempt. 
 
Reasoned judgements: 
 

• Behaviours that are self-harming, such as eating too much or too little, or physically 
cutting the skin to intentionally hurt oneself, might develop and become part of coping 
mechanisms for the young person. 

• Addictions including alcohol and drug misuse may develop, as they are a way of ‘blurring’ 
the young person’s difficult life experiences. 

• Reactions to others, such as showing aggression, may be expressed at school or in / out 
of the home environment. 

• Behaviour that gets attention or withdrawal from situations, such as not going out with 
friends or withdrawal from school, may occur, as the young person has not developed the 
social skills to interact with others in a social situation. 

• Recognition from others, or provoking a pleasurable experience, such as risky or 
sexualised behaviour / promiscuity, may become a way to seek comfort and recognition. 

• A lack of parental involvement may cause ongoing illnesses or infections, due to not 
attending routine health screening or seeking healthcare advice, causing a change in 
behaviour / mood swings impacting mental health and wellbeing. 
 

Conclusions about ways that neglect can impact behaviour in young people: 
 

• The lack of attention or care may make the young person feel lost, alone and / or 
disconnected. This decreases the opportunity for positive daily interaction, which is a 
precursor for self-injury. Engaging in self-harm may give a feeling of being real and being 
able to connect or become in control of spiralling thoughts and emotions. 

• The young person may be alone, bored and / or resorting to socialising with young people 
who engage in alcohol or drug misuse. Once involved, they may enjoy the feeling of 
intoxication and its sensory rewards. The pattern is then repeated as a means of coping 
with being unsupervised / not cared for and turns into a negative and damaging behaviour 
pattern. 

• The young person may not be on anyone’s radar for attention / care and may behave in 
violent or aggressive ways to seek attention or seek trust in a desire to build some 
relationships. The young person will receive a response to the negative behaviour, and 
this will then reinforce and encourage future incidents of further aggressive or violent 
behaviour, which will affect their daily life and education. 
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• The young person may have repeated infections / illnesses or treatment for illnesses / 
infections might be mismanaged, causing immediate health, growth or development 
issues for the young person. If the young person is feeling unwell, they may have sudden 
changes in mood or behave in an uncooperative manner when interacting with others. 
 

Accept any other suitable response. 
 

QWC mark scheme 

 

Mark Descriptor 

3 
The answer is clearly expressed and well-structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with effective control of meaning overall. 
A wide range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

2 
The answer is generally clearly expressed and sufficiently structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with general control of meaning overall. 
A good range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

1 

The answer lacks some clarity and is generally poorly structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with some control of meaning and any errors do not 
significantly hinder the overall meaning. 
A limited range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

0 

There is no answer written or none of the material presented is creditworthy. 
Or 
The answer does not reach the threshold performance level. The answer is 
fragmented and unstructured, with inappropriate use of technical terms. The errors in 
grammar severely hinder the overall meaning. 
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Section C – Element 4: Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 
 
This section is worth 31 marks, including 3 marks for quality of written communication (QWC) 
and use of specialist terminology. 
 

17 Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) can be used to supplement or 
replace speech. 
 
Which one of the following is a type of no-tech AAC? 
 
A Eye-tracking devices 
B Mobile devices 
C Objects of reference 
D Speech synthesis 

[1 mark] 

 

AO1 = 1 mark 

 

Award one mark for the correct answer: 
 
Answer: C (Objects of reference) 
 
 

18 Identify one potential effect that a primary disability may have on a child’s physical 
development. 

[1 mark] 

 

AO1 = 1 mark 

 

Award one mark for each potential effect identified, up to a maximum of one mark: 
 

• attention and concentration 

• memory 

• sensory processing 

• motor control. 
 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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19 (a) State two purposes of a Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) policy in 
supporting children with SEND. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO1 = 2 marks 
 
Award one mark for each example given, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• creates a framework for practitioners to follow when creating support plans 

• ensures the timely referral to outside agencies so that children receive specialist support 

• helps children and families to understand their rights in the setting. 
 

Accept any other suitable response. 

 

19 (b)  Jack is preparing for an industry placement at a school that provides education for 
children with a range of SEND. 
 
Explain one reason why Jack should use appropriate terminology when discussing the 
needs of the children at his placement. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO2 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for a reason why; plus, one additional mark for a linked explanation, up to a 
maximum of two marks: 
 

• The phrases Jack uses should avoid stereotyping and labelling / medical model of 
disability, so that he does not negatively label children (1), which could make children feel 
inadequate or limited by the association of negative labelling (1). 

• Any phrases used by Jack should demonstrate values and respect the individual / adhere 
to SEND Code of Practice / adhere to the Equality Act 2010 (1), which ensures the children 
maintain their self-confidence and self-belief (1). 

• The phrases Jack uses should always be professional / in line with policies (1); this 
ensures the children feel respected / social model of disability (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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20 Amelia is 12 years old and attends secondary school. 
 
Amelia has a learning difficulty that affects her memory and attention span. She 
struggles to engage in class activities, particularly discussions with others that require 
problem solving and reflection. 
 
Discuss the impact of Amelia’s learning difficulty on her learning and development. 
 
Your response must include reasoned judgements and conclusions. 

[6 marks] 

 

AO3 = 6 marks 
 

Band Mark Descriptor 

3 5 to 6 

AO3 – discussion of the impact of Amelia’s learning difficulties on 
her learning and development is well developed, effective, and 
fully relevant, showing highly detailed, logical and coherent 
chains of reasoning throughout. 
 
Conclusions are informed and are fully supported with rational 
and balanced judgements.  

2 3 to 4 

AO3 – discussion of the impact of Amelia’s learning difficulties on 
her learning and development is reasonably developed, in most 
parts effective, and mostly relevant, showing mostly detailed, 
logical and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. 
 
Conclusions are supported with judgements that consider most of 
the relevant arguments. 

1 1 to 2 

AO3 – discussion of the impact of Amelia’s learning difficulties on 
her learning and development is basic, in some parts effective 
and of some relevance, showing some but limited detailed, 
logical and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. 
 
Brief conclusions are supported by judgements that consider only 
the most basic arguments.  

0 0 No creditworthy material. 
 

 
Indicative content 
 
Reasoned judgements: 
 

• Amelia may find it difficult to stay focused on activities due to her learning difficulty, leaving 
her exhausted / frustrated / angry / upset. 

• Amelia may become socially isolated from her peers, meaning she withdraws from group-
based learning experiences, which may impact her confidence / engagement / enthusiasm 
/ interest in learning. 
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• Amelia’s memory and attention span will make it difficult for her to keep up with the pace of 
learning demonstrated by her peers, which may result in Amelia falling behind in her 
learning, unable to learn with and from her peers / complete tasks / apply learning to new 
situations / recall / reflect. 

 
Conclusions: 
 

• Amelia’s physical and emotional health may impact her ability to concentrate for long 
periods of time including during peer group activities, which may lead to social isolation / 
low self-esteem / worth / value. 

• Amelia may begin to show a dislike to school; this may lead to Amelia refusing to attend / 
participate / show any interest in group learning and problem-solving learning, which may 
result in low educational attainment including a lack of any specialist intervention / 
strategies. 

• If Amelia feels isolated by her peers, she may not want to share any thoughts or ideas and 
begin to lack confidence in her knowledge, which may impact her future learning and 
educational outcomes. 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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21 Jacob is 4 years old and attends a nursery school. Assessments show that he is 
finding it difficult to socialise with his peers. After reviewing Jacob’s progress, his key 
person suggests making an early help assessment referral. 
 
Explain two impacts that an early help assessment referral could have on Jacob’s 
social development. 

[4 marks] 

 

AO2 = 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for each impact identified, up to a maximum of two marks; plus, award one 
additional mark for each linked explanation, up to a maximum of two marks, up to a total 
maximum of four marks: 
 

• An early help assessment referral while Jacob is in nursery means that his needs can be 
identified and assessed before he goes to school (1); this will mean that he can get the 
correct support, so that his school education is not negatively affected by poor social skills 
(1). 

• An early help assessment referral could lead to Jacob receiving a diagnosis of a special 
educational need (1); this will help Jacob, as it means that the correct support can be put in 
place in nursery and at home (1). 

• The early help team will work with Jacob’s family and key person together (1); this will 
mean that there will be consistency in expectations between home and nursery, which will 
help to support Jacob’s social development (1). 

• The early help team will assess Jacob in his home as well as in the nursery (1); this will 
help to identify any factors that are causing developmental delay so that these can be 
supported specifically (1). 
 

Accept any other suitable response. 
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22 Natalia is in year 11 at school and has a chronic health condition. 
 
Natalia gets tired easily, which means she cannot participate in physical activities. 
She often misses school due to spending time in hospital. Natalia is missing out on 
learning opportunities and the social interaction with her friends at school. 
 
Discuss the impact that living with a chronic health condition might have on Natalia’s 
educational attainment. 
 
Your response must include: 
 

• reasoned judgements 

• conclusions about the impact that living with a chronic health condition can have 
on children and young people. 

[12 marks, plus 3 marks for QWC] 

 
AO1 = 4 marks 
AO2 = 4 marks 
AO3 = 4 marks 
QWC = 3 marks 
 

Band Mark Descriptor 

4 10 to 12 

AO3 – discussion is comprehensive, effective and relevant, showing 
logical and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. Accurate 
judgements, rational and balanced conclusions or addressed needs are 
evident. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the impact that living with a 
chronic health condition might have on Natalia’s educational attainment 
is clear and fully accurate, with sustained focus. 
 
AO1 – the answer demonstrates extensive breadth and / or depth of 
understanding. 

3 7 to 9 

AO3 – discussion is generally effective and mostly relevant, showing 
mostly logical and coherent chains of reasoning. Mostly accurate 
judgements, mostly rational and balanced conclusions or addressed 
needs are evident. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the impact that living with a 
chronic health condition might have on Natalia’s educational attainment 
is mostly clear and generally accurate, although on occasion may 
lose focus. 
 
AO1 – the answer demonstrates reasonable breadth and / or depth of 
understanding, with occasional inaccuracies and / or omissions. 
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2 4 to 6 

AO3 – discussion is somewhat effective and of some relevance, with 
reasoning taking the form of generic statements with some 
development. Judgements have some merit (simplistic and brief), and 
conclusions or addressed needs will have some but limited rationality 
and balance. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the impact that living with a 
chronic health condition might have on Natalia’s educational attainment 
shows some but limited accuracy, focus and relevance. 
 
AO1 – the answer is basic and shows limited breadth and / or depth of 
understanding, with inaccuracies and omissions. 

1 1 to 3 

AO3 – discussion is limited in effectiveness and relevance. Judgements 
are tenuous and mostly unsupported, and conclusions or addressed 
needs, if present, have little relevance to the question and lack balance. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of the impact that living with a 
chronic health condition might have on Natalia’s educational attainment 
has minimal focus and relevance to the context. 
 
AO1 – the answer is fragmented, with isolated points, showing 
superficial breath and / or depth of understanding, with significant 
inaccuracies and omissions. 

 0 No creditworthy material. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Impact of a chronic health condition on Natalia's educational attainment: 
 

• emotional state 

• education learning experience 

• behavioural changes 

• mental health. 
 
Reasoned judgements: 
 

• Natalia may feel emotionally overwhelmed by the amount of learning she has missed out 
on after being absent from school due to her feeling unwell and hospital appointments. 

• Natalia’s academic attainment may decline as she may be unable to access work she has 
missed as part of her GCSEs, which could lead to lower grades. 

• Natalia may display changes in her behaviour such as poor concentration because of 
medication or treatment she is receiving to support her chronic health condition. 

• Natalia’s condition may make her feel stressed and anxious in certain situations, which 
may impact her mental health and ability to focus on learning. 

 
Conclusions about the impact that living with a chronic health condition can have on 
Natalia: 
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• The emotional impact Natalia may face due to her absence from school may create 
secondary issues associated with her chronic health condition such as impacting her 
cognitive functioning, which could lead to further complications limiting her educational 
outcomes in the future. 

• Interrupted attendance due to chronic illness could impact Natalia’s motivation, interest and 
drive. This may cause decline in her educational engagement and future attainment / 
aspiration, which could limit Natalia’s choice of career options impacting her self-worth. 

• Although Natalia’s treatment and medication may be supporting her chronic health 
condition, it could have side effects that alter her behaviour such as frustration and 
disappointment; this may increase frustration and anxiety impacting her ability to participate 
and contribute to learning. 

• Natalia’s stress and anxiety due to her chronic health condition could increase to levels 
where she feels unable to cope, which may mean her mental health and wellbeing must be 
prioritised, potentially impacting her educational attainment. 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
 

 

QWC mark scheme 

 

Mark Descriptor 

3 
The answer is clearly expressed and well-structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with effective control of meaning overall. 
A wide range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

2 
The answer is generally clearly expressed and sufficiently structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with general control of meaning overall. 
A good range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

1 

The answer lacks some clarity and is generally poorly structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with some control of meaning and any errors do not 
significantly hinder the overall meaning. 
A limited range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

0 

There is no answer written or none of the material presented is creditworthy. 
Or 
The answer does not reach the threshold performance level. The answer is 
fragmented and unstructured, with inappropriate use of technical terms. The errors in 
grammar severely hinder the overall meaning. 
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Section D – Element 5: Child development 
 
This section is worth 36 marks, including 3 marks for quality of written communication (QWC) 
and use of specialist terminology. 
 

23 Give one characteristic of social and emotional development. 
[1 mark] 

 

AO1 = 1 mark 
 

Award one mark for each characteristic given, up to a maximum of one mark: 
 

• bonding and attachments 

• expressing feelings 

• following instructions 

• co-operation 

• self-control / self-regulation 

• self-concept 

• establishing friendships / peer groups. 
 
Accept any other suitable response. 
 

24 Identify two attachment styles identified in Ainsworth’s theory. 
[2 marks] 

 

AO1 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for each attachment style identified, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• secure attachment 

• insecure avoidant attachment 

• insecure ambivalent attachment 

• disorganised-disorientated attachment. 
 

Accept any other suitable response. 
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25 Give two ways that cognition development can support language acquisition for 
children. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO1 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for each way given, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• helps children understand and attach meaning to words 

• supports children's recall memory 

• helps children make links between words and concepts. 
 
Accept any other suitable response. 
 

 

26 Muhammad is a student in year 10, who is revising for his end of year examinations. 
Muhammad talks to his teacher about increases in anxiety and stress impacting his 
mental health. One of the strategies Muhammad’s teacher suggests is spending more 
time with friends. 
 
Explain one reason why Muhammad’s teacher suggests he spends more time with 
friends. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO2 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for a reason why; plus, one additional mark for a linked explanation, up to a 
maximum of two marks: 
 

• Interacting and talking to friends can make Muhammad laugh (1); this interaction will make 
him feel happy and develop his social skills, which will potentially reduce stress levels (1). 

• Friendships can keep Muhammad grounded (1); friends provide different perspectives on 
everyday problems, which could stop mental health issues from escalating (1). 

• Spending time in the company of friends will help prevent feelings of isolation and build 
self-esteem and confidence (1); Muhammad would feel less stressed and avoid increased 
anxiety if he can share his concerns with a supportive network of friends (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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27 (a) Describe one way a young person’s self-concept can be developed. 
[2 marks] 

 

AO1 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for a method (way) of development; plus, one additional mark for a linked 
description, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• positive interaction with peers / adults (1) can help young people to feel good about and 
value who they are (1) 

• participation with peers / adults (1) will support young people to develop resilience, problem 
solving and identity (1) 

• positive self-image activities (1) can help young people value their individuality (1) 

• achieving realistic goals and challenges (1) can help children and young people to value 
their achievements, strengthening intrinsic motivation (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
 

27 (b) Mia works in an early years setting and is concerned about the behaviour of Marc, 
aged 4 years, who is finding it difficult to form peer friendships. He is often distressed 
during the day, especially in group situations. 
 
Explain one way Mia can interact with Marc to positively influence his social 
development. 

[2 marks] 

 

AO2 = 2 marks 

 

Award one mark for a method (way) of interacting; plus, one additional mark for a linked 
explanation, up to a maximum of two marks: 
 

• Mia could positively influence the development of social development self-concept by 
spending time in one-to-one interactions with Marc (1); this could help Marc to feel special / 
valued / appreciated, which supports social development / positive self-concept (1). 

• Mia could greet Marc, participate in small group experiences enthusiastically and create 
and enable a secure / nurturing / welcoming environment for Marc (1); this could help Marc 
to develop a sense of belonging / boost of esteem / build resilience / build confidence 
encouraging peer friendships and social interaction. This could build positive self-concept, 
as Marc will know that other people are happy to see him (1). 
 

Accept any other suitable response. 
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28 An early years practitioner in reception class is concerned about Oscar, aged 5 years, 
and his ability to self-regulate and show resilience. Oscar often gets upset when he 
does not succeed right away in tasks, speaks negatively about himself and struggles 
with low confidence. 
 
Explain two approaches the early years practitioner could use to support Oscar. 

[4 marks] 

 

AO2 = 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for each approach identified, up to a maximum of two marks; plus, award 
one additional mark for each linked explanation, up to a maximum of two marks, up to a total 
maximum of four marks: 
 

• Providing opportunities for physical exercise could be used by Oscar to develop self-
regulation and resilience skills in his early years setting (1); this approach would allow 
Oscar to release pent-up energy and emotions, promoting a sense of calm and wellbeing 
(1). 

• Modelling coping skills is an approach that the early years practitioner might consider 
using, to support the development of self-regulation and resilience in Oscar (1); by 
demonstrating healthy ways of dealing with stress and anxiety, they could help Oscar 
develop more effective strategies for managing his own emotions (1). 

• Encouraging problem solving through play-based activities would be a useful approach for 
Oscar, as it would enable him to develop critical thinking skills and learn to navigate 
complex situations in a supportive environment (1); this would help Oscar build confidence 
and self-esteem, essential components of resilience (1). 

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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29 Emma has recently joined year 7 at secondary school. The teacher has noticed that 
Emma frequently shouts out the answers in class and talks over her peers when it is 
their turn to respond. 
 
Discuss how the teacher can support Emma to understand the importance of adapting 
her behaviour during class to conform to social contexts. 
 
Your response must include reasoned judgements and conclusions. 

[6 marks] 

 

AO3 = 6 marks 
 

Band Mark Descriptor 

3 5 to 6 

AO3 – discussion of how the teacher can support Emma to 
understand the importance of adapting her behaviour during class to 
conform to social contexts is well developed, effective, and fully 
relevant, showing highly detailed, logical and coherent chains of 
reasoning throughout. 
 
Conclusions are informed and are fully supported with rational 
and balanced judgements.  

2 3 to 4 

AO3 – discussion of how the teacher can support Emma to 
understand the importance of adapting her behaviour during class to 
conform to social contexts is reasonably developed, in most parts 
effective, and mostly relevant, showing mostly detailed, logical 
and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. 
 
Conclusions are supported with judgements that consider most of 
the relevant arguments. 

1 1 to 2 

AO3 – discussion of how the teacher can support Emma to 
understand the importance of adapting her behaviour during class to 
conform to social contexts is basic, in some parts effective and of 
some relevance, showing some but limited detailed, logical and 
coherent chains of reasoning throughout. 
 
Brief conclusions are supported by judgements that consider only 
the most basic arguments.  

0 0 No creditworthy material. 
 

 

Indicative content  
 
Reasoned judgements: 
 

• The teacher can model attentive listening to demonstrate that listening attentively to others 
is an important part of participating in class discussions. 

• The teacher can work with the class to develop a code of conduct that will help 
demonstrate an understanding of the importance of respecting rules and routines in class. 
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• The teacher could consider using different teaching and learning strategies, such as 
presentation, role play and group discussions, to build on Emma’s strength while 
supporting her to listen to the views of others during the activities. 

 
Conclusions:  
 

• Emma will learn to respect the teacher’s instructions and expectations for class 
participation, which is essential for maintaining a positive learning environment. 

• Emma will learn how to be considerate of others’ needs and perspectives, helping her to 
develop impulse control and expectations in social situations.   

 
Accept any other suitable response. 
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30 James is an early years student who is starting his industry placement in a day 
nursery. During his induction, he is given the nursery behaviour policy to read. 
 
Discuss reasons why James should be aware of the behaviour policy while at his 
industry placement. 
 
Your response must include: 
 

• reasoned judgements 

• conclusions on the importance of setting and following policies and procedures for 
managing children’s behaviour. 

[12 marks, plus 3 marks for QWC] 

 
AO1 = 4 marks 
AO2 = 4 marks 
AO3 = 4 marks 
QWC = 3 marks 
 

Band Mark Descriptor 

4 10 to 12 

AO3 – discussion is comprehensive, effective and relevant, showing 
logical and coherent chains of reasoning throughout. Accurate 
judgements, rational and balanced conclusions or addressed needs are 
evident. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of how policies, procedures and 
strategies are used to support children’s behaviour is clear and fully 
accurate, with sustained focus. 
 
AO1 – the answer demonstrates extensive breadth and / or depth of 
understanding. 

3 7 to 9 

AO3 – discussion is generally effective and mostly relevant, showing 
mostly logical and coherent chains of reasoning. Mostly accurate 
judgements, and mostly rational and balanced conclusions or 
addressed needs are evident. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of how policies, procedures and 
strategies are used to support children’s behaviour is mostly clear and 
generally accurate, although on occasion may lose focus. 
 
AO1 – the answer demonstrates reasonable breadth and / or depth of 
understanding, with occasional inaccuracies and / or omissions. 

2 4 to 6 

AO3 – discussion is somewhat effective and of some relevance, with 
reasoning taking the form of generic statements with some 
development. Judgements have some merit (simplistic and brief), and 
conclusions or addressed needs will have some but limited rationality 
and balance. 
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AO2 – knowledge and understanding of how policies, procedures and 
strategies are used to support children’s behaviour shows some but 
limited accuracy, focus and relevance. 
 
AO1 – the answer is basic and shows limited breadth and / or depth of 
understanding, with inaccuracies and omissions. 

1 1 to 3 

AO3 – discussion is limited in effectiveness and relevance. Judgements 
are tenuous and mostly unsupported, and conclusions or addressed 
needs, if present, have little relevance to the question and lack balance. 
 
AO2 – knowledge and understanding of how policies, procedures and 
strategies are used to support children’s behaviour has minimal focus 
and relevance to the context. 
 
AO1 – the answer is fragmented, with isolated points, showing 
superficial breath and / or depth of understanding, with significant 
inaccuracies and omissions. 

 0 No creditworthy material. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Importance of being aware of the behaviour policy: 
 

• behaviour policies clarify the expected standard of behaviour for: 
o staff 
o children 
o parents / carers 

• sets realistic expectations for behaviour based on age and stage of development 

• ensures fairness in how the strategies to manage behaviour are applied 

• ensures safety for children and adults in the setting 

• establishes a consistent approach to behaviour management 

• allows opportunities to celebrate and reflect on individuals’ success. 
 
Reasoned judgements: 
 

• Expected standards of behaviour are established by having a structured approach; this will 
help James to have clear expectations on which behaviours are and are not acceptable in 
the nursery. 

• The behaviour policy will help James to recognise age-appropriate behaviours and set 
appropriate boundaries and ground rules for children. 

• The behaviour policy acts as a guide to support staff and parents in modelling appropriate 
behaviour and providing positive reinforcement to the children. This will help James to 
know how he can model positive behaviours to the children. 

• The behaviour policy will provide strategies for supporting co- and self-regulation and 
ensure that James’s use of the strategies is consistent with the other practitioners. 

• The behaviour policy will let James know about age- and stage-appropriate rewards and 
when to use them with the children. 
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• James will know who to report to in the event of challenging behaviours so that effective 
communication is maintained. 

 
Conclusions on the importance of setting and following policies and procedures for 
managing children’s behaviour: 
 

• When James has clear expectations of the children’s behaviour, he will be able to promote 
positive behaviour in line with the policy. This will reduce any confusion that the children 
might have if the policy is applied inconsistently. 

• Understanding age- and stage-appropriate behaviours will help James to recognise when 
children’s behaviour is not meeting expected norms. This means that James will know that 
he should report these behaviours, as they may be an indicator that the child needs extra 
support. 

• Reading the policy will let James know the behaviours that he is expected to demonstrate 
to be a positive role model to the children. This gives James a guide to refer to if he is not 
sure about what he should do. It also means that James’s own behaviours will be 
appropriate in the setting and James will be someone that the children can look up to. 

• James will understand the importance of rewarding positive behaviour as well as applying 
consequences. This will help James to build positive relationships with the children that will 
encourage the continuation of positive behaviours, as the children will feel as though they 
are valued by James. 

• James should be aware of the behaviour policy so that he will be able to start his placement 
using the same strategies in the nursery as the other practitioners. This will give James 
confidence in supporting positive behaviour, which will be reflected in his interactions with 
the children, giving them a sense of security as they trust that James can support them. 
 

Accept any other suitable response. 
 

Quality of written communication (QWC) mark scheme 
 

Mark Descriptor 

3 
The answer is clearly expressed and well-structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with effective control of meaning overall. 
A wide range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

2 
The answer is generally clearly expressed and sufficiently structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with general control of meaning overall. 
A good range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

1 

The answer lacks some clarity and is generally poorly structured. 
The rules of grammar are used with some control of meaning and any errors do not 
significantly hinder the overall meaning. 
A limited range of appropriate technical terms is used effectively. 

0 

There is no answer written or none of the material presented is creditworthy. 
Or 
The answer does not reach the threshold performance level. The answer is 
fragmented and unstructured, with inappropriate use of technical terms. The errors 
in grammar severely hinder the overall meaning. 
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Assessment objective (AO) grid 
 
Section A – Element 2: Supporting education and Element 6: Working in partnership 

 

Question 
number 

AO1 AO2 AO3 Mathematics QWC Total 

1* 1     1 

2  2    2 

3 (a) 2     2 

3 (b)  2    2 

4 (a) 2     2 

4 (b)  2    2 

5   3   3 

6   6   6 

7  4    4 

8 4 4 4  3 15 

Total 9 14 13  3 36 + 3 = 39 

*Knowledge 
in isolation 

(KiI) 
1      

 
Section B – Element 3: Safeguarding, equality and diversity and wellbeing 

 

Question 
number 

AO1 AO2 AO3 Mathematics QWC Total 

9* 1     1 

10* 2     2 

11    2  2 

12 (a) 2     2 

12 (b)  2    2 

13   3   3 

14   3   3 

15  4    4 

16 4 4 4  3 15 

Total 9 10 10  3 
29 + 2 + 3 

= 34 

*Kil 3      
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Section C – Element 4: Special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 
 

Question 
number 

AO1 AO2 AO3 Mathematics QWC Total 

17* 1     1 

18* 1     1 

19 (a) 2     2 

19 (b)  2    2 

20   6   6 

21  4    4 

22 4 4 4  3 15 

Total 8 10 10  3 28 + 3 = 31 

 *Kil 2      

 
Section D – Element 5: Child development 

 

Question 
number 

AO1 AO2 AO3 Mathematics QWC Total 

23* 1     1 

24* 2     2 

25 2     2 

26  2    2 

27 (a) 2     2 

27 (b)  2    2 

28  4    4 

29   6   6 

30 4 4 4  3 15 

Total 11 12 10  3 33 + 3 = 36 

*Kil 3      

Paper total 37 46 43 2 12 140 

Totals 
required 

34 to 39 
marks 

45 to 50 
marks 

38 to 43 
marks 

2 12 140 

Kil total  9      



T Level Technical Qualification in Education and Early Years (610/5748/4) 
Examination 
Mark Scheme 

v1.0 | 09 June 2025 | Specimen assessment material (SAM) Page 43 of 43 

Document information 
 
Copyright in this document belongs to, and is used under licence from, the Institute for 
Apprenticeships and Technical Education, © 2025. 
 
‘T-LEVELS’ is a registered trade mark of the Department for Education. 
 
‘T Level’ is a registered trade mark of the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education. 
 
‘Institute for Apprenticeships & Technical Education’ and logo are registered trade marks of the 
Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education. 
 
The T Level Technical Qualification is a qualification approved and managed by the Institute for 
Apprenticeships and Technical Education. 
 
NCFE is authorised by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education to develop and 
deliver this Technical Qualification. 
 
‘CACHE’ is a registered trade mark of NCFE. 
 
Owner: Head of Assessment Solutions. 

 
Change history record 
 

Version Description of change Approval Date of issue 

v1.0 First published version 09 May 2025 09 June 2025 

 


