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New qualifications 
 

Post-16 qualification reform  

Level 2 education and early years qualifications 

 

Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Specialist for Designated Safeguarding Officers in Early 
Years (Award) (610/4504/4) 

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  Learners must be aged 16 or above to undertake this qualification and be working within an early years setting.  
 
This is an additional specialist qualification. It provides learners with the knowledge and understanding of welfare and 
safeguarding requirements for babies and children in line with the early years statutory framework.  

 
The qualification builds on the outcomes within the Early Years Practitioner occupational standard (ST0888).  
 

This qualification has been developed for early years professionals who are working in the role of designated safeguarding 
officer or who are interested in finding out more or preparing to take on this role. 
 

There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 
they have already achieved a level 2 qualification. 
 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  

 
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 

To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

60 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-for-designated-safeguarding-officers-in--1840
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-for-designated-safeguarding-officers-in--1840
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Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

75  

Level  2 

Fee £72.00 
 

Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Specialist in Mental Health in the Early Years (Certificate) 
(610/4509/3) 

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is suitable for learners aged 16 and above.  
 
This qualification is designed for learners who wish to understand children’s mental health in the early years (from birth to 5 

years old) and learn about the role of the Early Years Practitioner in supporting children’s mental health and wellbeing. This is 
a knowledge- and skills-based qualification. Through achieving this qualification, learners will develop knowledge which would 
support progression to further qualifications and into relevant employment in the health and social care or education sectors. 
 

The qualification builds on the outcomes within the Early Years Practitioner occupational standard (ST0888).  
 
It may also be useful to learners studying qualifications in the following sectors/areas: 

 
• mental health 
• early years 
• childminding 

• support roles 
 

This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  

This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

105 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-mental-health-in-the-early-years-cert-1837
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-mental-health-in-the-early-years-cert-1837
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Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

130 

Level  2 

Fee £65.00 

 

Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Specialist in Early Years Nutrition (Award) (610/4517/2) 
Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  Learners must be aged 16 or above to undertake this qualification and be working within an early years setting. It would also 

be advantageous for the learner to hold a relevant level 2 qualification. 
 
This qualification is designed for early years practitioners working with babies and young children. The qualification will build 

on existing knowledge and skills of nutrition and hydration through specialist duties for improved outcomes in an early years 
setting. The qualification builds on the outcomes within the Early Years Practitioner occupational standard (ST0888).  
 

This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 

To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

40 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

50 

Level  2 

Fee £58.50 

 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-early-years-nutrition-award-1839
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Specialist for the Early Years Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities Co-ordinator Assistant (Award) (610/4540/8) 

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  Learners must be aged 16 or above to undertake this qualification and be working within an early years setting.  

 
This additional specialist qualification is designed for those working as early years practitioners supporting the role of the early 
years special educational needs and/or disabilities co-ordinator (SENDCo). The qualification will explore how the SENDCo 

assistant works with babies, children, colleagues and others when supporting the SENDCo in an early years setting, in 
adherence to legislation and guidance. This qualification requires achievement of both knowledge and skills.  
 

The qualification builds on the outcomes within the Early Years Practitioner occupational standard (ST0888).  
 
There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 
they have already achieved a level 2 qualification. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  

 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 

(GLH) 

35 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

45 

Level  2 

Fee £72.00 

 

 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-for-the-early-years-special-educational--1844
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-for-the-early-years-special-educational--1844
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Specialist in Adverse Childhood Experiences in Early Years 
(Certificate) (610/4567/6) 

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  Learners should be aged 19 or above to undertake this qualification and must be employed within an appropriate setting that 

allows learners to meet the assessment requirements of the qualification. It would also be advantageous for the learner to hold 
a relevant qualification at level 2 or level 3. 
 

This additional specialist technical qualification will provide learners with an opportunity to develop an understanding of 
adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) relevant to their current or future roles and will equip them with basic understanding of 
techniques for preventing and addressing ACEs in practice. 

 
It may also be useful to learners studying qualifications in the following areas: 
 

• teaching and learning 

• early years 
 

The qualification builds on the outcomes within the Early Years Practitioner occupational standard (ST0888).  

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 

This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 

(GLH) 

120 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

145 

Level  2 

Fee £66.00 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-adverse-childhood-experiences-in-earl-1833
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-adverse-childhood-experiences-in-earl-1833
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Specialist in Neuroscience in Early Years (Award) 
(610/4570/6) 

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is available for learners aged 16 and above in England only.  

 
This technical specialist qualification is designed for learners to develop an increased understanding of neuroscience in early 
years. It covers exploration of brain development in relation to holistic growth with a particular focus on self-regulation and how 

to nurture this in children from birth to 7 years. It also provides an opportunity for learners to acquire a number of practical and 
technical skills. 
 

It may also be useful to learners studying qualifications in early years education.  
 
Industry experience is required, and learners must already have prior core knowledge and skills within the early years sector 
to study this qualification. It would also be advantageous for learners to hold a relevant qualification at level 2 or level 3.   

 
Learners will need to be working or on a practical placement to be able to show competence in both knowledge and skills. It is 
recommended that learners complete 30 placement hours while undertaking this qualification.  

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 

This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 

(GLH) 

105 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

120 

Level  2 

Fee £58.50 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-neuroscience-in-early-years-award-1842
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-neuroscience-in-early-years-award-1842
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Occupational Entry for the Early Years Practitioner 
(Diploma) (610/4587/1) 

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is suitable for learners aged 16 and above.  

 
The aim of this qualification is to provide learners with the knowledge and understanding of babies and young children from 
birth to 7 years, with applied knowledge in the early years (birth to 5 years). 

 
This qualification contains knowledge and skills that meet the Department for Education’s (DfE’s) Early Years Practitioner 
(EYP) criteria in full and maps to the knowledge, skills and behaviours (KSBs) within the Early Years Practitioner occupational 

standard in England. 
 
Learners must already have prior core knowledge and skills within the early years sector to study this qualification.  
 

Learners will need to be working or on a practical placement to be able to show competence in both knowledge and skills. It is 
recommended that learners complete 250 placement hours while undertaking this qualification.  
 

This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 

To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

293 

Total qualification time 

(TQT) 

370 

Credit 37 

Level  2 

Fee £124.50 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-occupational-entry-for-the-early-years-practitioner-1826
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-occupational-entry-for-the-early-years-practitioner-1826
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Extended Technical Occupational Entry for the Early Years 
Practitioner (Diploma) (610/4588/3) 

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is suitable for learners aged 16 and above.  

 
The aim of this qualification is to provide learners with the knowledge and understanding of babies and young children from 
birth to 7 years, with applied knowledge in the early years (birth to 5 years). It also provides introductory sector knowledge of 

professional practice to support wider contextual understanding of the early years practitioner route and optional units that 
provide learners with transferable employability skills. 
 

This qualification contains knowledge and skills that meet the Department for Education’s (DfE’s) Early Years Practitioner 
(EYP) criteria in full and maps to the knowledge, skills and behaviours (KSBs) within the Early Years Practitioner occupational 
standard in England. 
 

This qualification is designed for learners looking to work with children between birth and 5 years, and gain knowledge of 
working with children up to 7 years. Learners do not need to have previous experience or qualifications in working with 
children to undertake this qualification. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 

This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 

(GLH) 

348 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

450 

Credit 45 

Level  2 

Fee £145.50 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-extended-technical-occupational-entry-for-the-early-years-pra-1828
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-extended-technical-occupational-entry-for-the-early-years-pra-1828
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Level 3 education and early years qualifications 
 

Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry in Montessori Pedagogy – Birth to 
Seven (Early Years Educator) (Diploma) (610/3983/4) 

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is available for learners aged 19 and above in England only.  

 
This qualification is designed for learners who wish to become a Montessori educator, acting as a key person in a Montessori 
classroom. 
 

It may also be useful to learners studying qualifications in early years and childcare. 
 
There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 

they have already achieved a previous level 2 qualification that is full and relevant or hold transferable skills preparing learners 
to study at level 3. 
 

This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 
This qualification is not eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 

To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

690 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

760 

Level  3 

Fee £262.50 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-montessori-pedagogy-birth-to--1827
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-montessori-pedagogy-birth-to--1827
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry for the Early Years Workforce (Early 
Years Educator) (Diploma) (610/3984/6)  

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is designed for learners aged 19+ who are preparing to become early years educators.  

 
The aim of this qualification is to prepare learners to become early years educators, enabling them to work with children from 
birth to five years and gain knowledge of children aged five to seven years. 

 
Upon achievement of this qualification, it is intended that learners will be able to enter the workforce as early years educators 
and be included in staff to child ratios. 

 
There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 
they have previously achieved a full and relevant level 2 qualification or hold transferable skills preparing learners to study at 
level 3. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 

This qualification is not eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Learning resources Paid-for learning resources are available on the NCFE website. 

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

864 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

950 

Credit 95 

Level  3 

Fee £150.00 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-for-the-early-years-workforce-ea-1836
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-for-the-early-years-workforce-ea-1836
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry in Supporting Teaching and Learning 
(Diploma) (610/4000/9)  

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  Learners must be aged 19 or above to undertake this qualification. 
 
This qualification provides learners with an in-depth understanding of the knowledge and skills needed when working directly 

with children and young people in school and college environments. It covers all aspects of specialist support, including 
planning; delivering and reviewing assessment strategies to support learning alongside the teacher; bilingual support; special 
needs support, and personal development and reflective practice. This qualification is mapped against the following 

occupational standard ST0454: Teaching Assistant (Level 3) Version 1.1. 
 
This qualification is aimed at learners working in roles that offer specialist support for pupils’ learning in primary, secondary or 
special schools, as well as colleges and alternative provision. 

 
There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 
they have already achieved a level 2 qualification. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  

 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

311 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

530 

Credit 53 

Level  3 

Fee £162.00 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-supporting-teaching-and-learn-1841
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-supporting-teaching-and-learn-1841
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Specialist in Special Educational Needs Co-ordinators in 
Early Years Settings (Award) (610/4001/0)  

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  Learners must be aged 16 or above to undertake this qualification and have experience of working with babies and young 
children before registering. Learners may find it helpful if they have already achieved a level 2 qualification. 
 

This qualification is designed to meet the needs of both learners aged 16 to 19 years and adult learners who are interested in 
developing additional specialist competence in an educational occupation and clearly aligns to Skills England’s hierarchy of 
purpose. The qualification offers an engaging course of study and provides learners with the opportunity to specialise within 
an occupational area. 

 
The qualification will enable learners to acquire the knowledge, skills and behaviours required to develop additional special ist 
competence within education and early years. Furthermore, employers will be able to access reliable evidence of a learner’s 

achievement against the criteria, which are the minimum requirements for practice in a specialised role within the occupational 
area, as a special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO). 
 

This qualification builds on the outcomes within the Early Years Educator occupational standard (ST0135). 
 
This qualification is designed for learners who envisage having, or currently have, careers in areas such as healthcare, social 
work, nursing, counselling, early years and teaching. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 

This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-specialist-in-special-educational-needs-co-ordinato-1838
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-specialist-in-special-educational-needs-co-ordinato-1838
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Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

24 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

44 

Level  3 

Fee £72.00 
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Health and social care qualifications 
 

Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Specialist in Technology Enabled Care (Certificate) 

(610/4524/X)  
Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is suitable for a wide range of learners aged 16 years or over, either working or wishing to work in health and 
social care specifically using technology enabled care (TEC)  

 
This qualification is designed for learners who want to increase their knowledge and understanding of TEC. It will support the 
learner to develop their knowledge of how technology can be used to help improve an individual’s quality of life and support 

them to live independently. 
 
There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 
they have already achieved a level 1 healthcare or social care-related qualification. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 

This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

110 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

132 

Level  2 

Fee £63.50 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-technology-enabled-care-certificate-1835
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-specialist-in-technology-enabled-care-certificate-1835
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Occupational Entry in Healthcare Support (Diploma) 
(610/4528/7)  

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is designed for learners aged 16 to 19 and adults who wish to work or are already working in healthcare 

settings in England, such as in a hospital, as part of a community team, in a day-case unit, birthing centre, individuals’ homes, 
operating theatres, nursing or care homes, hospices and in general practice. 
 
It may also be useful to learners studying qualifications in health and social care or a related subject area. The units within this 

qualification can also be a basis for continuing professional development in the learner’s chosen field.  
 
There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 

they have already achieved a level 1 qualification in a related subject area. 
 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  

 
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

332 

Total qualification time 

(TQT) 

457 

Credit 46 

Level  2 

Fee £124.50 

 

  

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-occupational-entry-in-healthcare-support-diploma-1834
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-technical-occupational-entry-in-healthcare-support-diploma-1834
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Extended Technical Occupational Entry in Healthcare Support 
(Diploma) (610/4529/9)  

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is designed for learners aged 16 to 19 and adults who wish to work or are already working in healthcare 

settings in England, such as in a hospital, as part of a community team, in a day-case unit, birthing centre, individual’s homes, 
operating theatres, nursing or care homes, hospices and in general practice. 
 

It may also be useful to learners studying qualifications in health and social care or a related subject area. The units within this 
qualification can also be a basis for continuing professional development in the learner’s chosen field.  
 

There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 
they have already achieved a level 1 qualification in a related subject area. 
 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  

 
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 

To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

385 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

525 

Credit 53 

Level  2 

Fee £145.50 

 

  

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-extended-technical-occupational-entry-in-healthcare-support-d-1832
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-2-extended-technical-occupational-entry-in-healthcare-support-d-1832
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Qualification  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry in Senior Healthcare Support (Diploma) 
(610/3988/3)  

Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  Learners should be at least 19 years old.  

 
This qualification is designed for learners who wish to develop themselves as a senior healthcare support worker in a range o f 
healthcare support settings. 

 
The content is applicable to a variety of roles and aligns with the options in the occupational standard:  
 

• Adult Nursing Support 
• Maternity Support 
• Theatre Support 
• Mental Health Support 

• Children And Young People Support 
• Allied Health Profession Therapy Support 

 

There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 
they have already achieved a level 2 qualification. It may also be useful to learners studying qualifications in health and social 
care or a related subject area. The units within this qualification can also be a basis for continuing professional development in 

the learner’s chosen field. 
 
The learner must be working, volunteering or on practical placement in an appropriate setting to be able to meet the 
assessment requirements of this qualification. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  

 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-senior-healthcare-support-dip-1843
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-senior-healthcare-support-dip-1843
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Learning resources Free learning resources are available to download on the NCFE website. 

Guided learning hours 

(GLH) 

491 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

830 

Credit 83 

Level  3 

Fee £145.50 
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Digital qualifications 
 

Qualification  NCFE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry in Cyber Security (Diploma) (610/4004/6)  
Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is suitable for learners aged 19 and above seeking employment in cyber security.  
 

This qualification is designed to provide learners with the knowledge, skills and behaviours (KSBs) relevant to developing 
competence in cyber security. This qualification will provide employers with reliable evidence of a learner’s attainment against 
occupational standard KSBs that form the minimum requirements for entry into occupation. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 
This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  

 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Learning resources Paid-for learning resources are available on the NCFE website. 

Guided learning hours 
(GLH) 

360 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

480 

Level  3 

Fee £126.50 

 

  

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-cyber-security-diploma-1829
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Qualification  NCFE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry for the Data Technician (Diploma) (610/4006/X)  
Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  This qualification is suitable for learners 19 and above seeking employment in data across a variety of sectors.  

 
This qualification is designed to provide learners with the knowledge, skills and behaviours (KSBs) relevant to developing 
competence in data. This qualification will provide employers with reliable evidence of a learner’s attainment against 
occupational standard KSBs that form the minimum requirements for entry into occupation. 

 
There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for this qualification. However, learners may find it helpful if 
they have already achieved a level 2 qualification. 

 
This qualification may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 

This qualification is eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  
 
To apply for approval for this qualification please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Learning resources Paid-for learning resources are available on the NCFE website. 

Guided learning hours 

(GLH) 

360 

Total qualification time 
(TQT) 

480 

Level  3 

Fee £126.50 

 

  

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-for-the-data-technician-diploma-1825
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Qualification  NCFE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry in Digital Support (Diploma) (Digital 
Application Technician) (610/4005/8/DAT) 
 
NCFE Level 3 Technical Occupational Entry in Digital Support (Diploma) (Digital Service 

Technician) (610/4005/8/DST)  
Go-live date 01 August 2025 

Useful information  These qualifications are suitable for learners 19 and above seeking employment in the digital sector. 
 

These qualifications are designed to provide learners with the knowledge, skills and behaviours (KSBs) relevant to 
developing competence in digital support. These qualifications will provide employers with reliable evidence of a learner’s 
attainment against occupational standard KSBs that form the minimum requirements for entry into occupation.  

 
There are no specific prior skills/knowledge a learner must have for these qualifications. However, learners may find it 
helpful if they have already achieved a level 2 qualification. 
 

These qualifications may be eligible for funding. For further guidance on funding, please contact your local funding provider.  
 
These qualifications are eligible for direct claims status (DCS).  

 
To apply for approval for these qualifications please visit the qualification page on the NCFE website.  

Learning resources Paid-for learning resources are available on the NCFE website. 

Guided learning hours (GLH) 360 for each qualification 

Total qualification time (TQT) 480 for each qualification 

Level  3 for each qualification 

Fee £126.50 for each qualification 

 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-digital-support-diploma-digital-app-1830
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-digital-support-diploma-digital-app-1830
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-digital-support-diploma-digital-ser-1831
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-3-technical-occupational-entry-in-digital-support-diploma-digital-ser-1831
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New unit programmes 
 
Unit programme  Understand Learners in the Further Education Sector (R/651/0309/UNIT) 
Go-live date 05 August 2025 

Useful information  This unit is suitable for learners aged 19 and above. 
 

The aim of this unit is to provide the learner with knowledge, understanding and skills relating to developing teaching, learning and 
assessment in education and teaching. It includes understanding learners’ needs, backgrounds, and areas of support, investigating 
practice in own area of specialism, applying theories, principles and models of learning and establishing inclusive teaching and 

learning. 

Guided learning 
hours (GLH) 

70 

Credit 15 

Level  5 

Fee £16 

 

Unit programme  Exploring the Role of the Personal Tutor (K/651/0315/UNIT) 
Go-live date 05 August 2025 

Useful information  This unit is suitable for learners aged 19 and above. 
 
This unit aims to prepare the learner for the role of personal tutor by analysing the role, factors affecting learners’ attitudes to learning, 

the use of personal tutoring in a specific context and target setting whilst investigating the role of mentoring and coaching for effective 
practice. 

Guided learning 

hours (GLH) 

50 

Credit 10 

Level  5 

Fee £16 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/understand-learners-in-the-further-education-sector-1846
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/exploring-the-role-of-the-personal-tutor-1845
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Unit programme  Understanding the Principles and Practices of Quality Assurance (R/651/0318/UNIT) 
Go-live date 05 August 2025 

Useful information  This unit is suitable for learners aged 19 and above. 
 

This unit aims to assess the knowledge and understanding of the principles and practices that underpin the internal quality assurance 
of assessment. 

Guided learning 
hours (GLH) 

50 

Credit 10 

Level  5 

Fee £16 

 

 

  

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/understanding-the-principles-and-practices-of-quality-assurance-1847


 

September  |  2025 

Withdrawals 
 

Qualifications NCFE Level 1 Award in Exercise Studies (500/7997/9) 

NCFE Level 2 Certificate in the Principles and Preparations for Coaching Sport (501/1151/6) 

NCFE Level 2 NVQ Certificate in Activity Leadership (600/0413/7) 

NCFE Level 1 Award in the Principles of Coaching Sport (600/0460/5) 
Registration end 
date 

31 October 2025 
 
This is the last date we can accept learner registrations. Please ensure your learners are aware that these qualifications are no longer 

available after the withdrawal date. 

Certification end 
date 

31 October 2027 
 

This is the last date we can process learner certificates. 

Reason for 
withdrawal 

Through our strong partnership working with Active IQ, we are focused on streamlining our product offer and have identified areas of 
overlap. Therefore, we have taken the decision to withdraw a small number of qualifications in sport and active leisure. Suitable 

alternatives are available, including qualifications from Active IQ. 

Suitable alternative/ 
replacement 
qualifications 

NCFE Level 1 Award in Exercise Studies (500/7997/9): 

• Active IQ Level 1 Award in Assisting Sport and Physical Activity Sessions (603/6347/2) 
 

NCFE Level 2 Certificate in the Principles and Preparations for Coaching Sport (501/1151/6):  

• NCFE Level 2 Certificate in Sport (Sports Coaching) (601/3037/4/COA) 
 

NCFE Level 2 NVQ Certificate in Activity Leadership (600/0413/7): 

• Active IQ Level 2 NVQ Certificate in Activity Leadership (500/9806/8) 
 
NCFE Level 1 Award in the Principles of Coaching Sport (600/0460/5): 

• NCFE Level 1 Certificate in Sport (601/2623/1) 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-1-award-in-exercise-studies-1310
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-2-certificate-in-the-principles-and-preparations-for-coaching-sport-1383
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-2-nvq-certificate-in-activity-leadership-495
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-1-award-in-the-principles-of-coaching-sport-571
https://activeiq.co.uk/qualifications/active-iq-level-1-award-in-assisting-sport-and-physical-activity-sessions/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-2-certificate-in-sport-sports-coaching-612
https://www.activeiq.co.uk/qualifications/active-iq-level-2-nvq-certificate-in-activity-leadership/
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-1-certificate-in-sport-1060
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Qualifications NCFE CACHE Level 3 Applied General Certificate in Health and Social Care (603/2914/2)  

NCFE CACHE Level 3 Applied General Award in Health and Social Care (603/2913/0) 
Registration end 
date 

28 November 2025 
 

This is the last date we can accept learner registrations. 
 
Please ensure your learners are aware that these qualifications are no longer available after the withdrawal date.  

Certification end 
date 

28 November 2028 
 
This is the last date we can process learner certificates. 

Reason for 
withdrawal 

This is due to removal of funding and performance table status as well as an overlap with T Levels. 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-applied-general-certificate-in-health-and-social-care-360
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-cache-level-3-applied-general-award-in-health-and-social-care-416

